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A glory guilds the sacred page,
Majestic like the sun;
It gives a light to every age,
It gives, but borrows none.
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The hand that gave it, still supplies
The gracious light and heat;
Its truths upon the nations rise,
They rise, but never set.
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Responding- to t h e universal appeal God's word makes to
the mind of youth.
S^e pag*e two
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My soul rejoices to pursue
The steps of Him I love,
Till glory breaks upon my view,
In brighter worlds above.
—William Cowper

Let everlasting thanks be Thine,
For such a bright display
As makes a world of darkness shine
With beams of heavenly day.
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Anniversary Homecoming - Lancaster, Pa.
Through The Years

Program

Mrs. ]. H. Martin

The Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church
will observe the fiftieth anniversary of the
beginning of a congregation in that city
and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
building of their church at 47 Caroline
Street in a lovely program all day Sunday,
November 28.

Fifty years ago in the city of
Lancaster, located in one of the
"Garden Spots" of America, a
group of earnest Christians met
regularly for prayer in a private
home on James Street. This was
the nucleus from which developed a band of worshippers who
for the last twenty-five years have
been meeting in the comfortable
church edifice at 47 Caroline
Street.

With a general invitation to share in
this joyous event they present the following
program:

In the years from 1898 to 1948
a score or more workers have
contributed to the witness of the
Brethren in Christ in this city,
some as trustees and builders of
property and others as ministers
and teachers. A small orphanage
was a part of the earliest work
here, but when the Messiah OrThe Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church seen from
phange was organized in Harristhe other side of Caroline Street.
burg, the children and a worker, Adda
Engle Taylor, were transferred to that institution.

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30
Sermon
J. N. Hostetter
1:30 PM Historical Sketches by Early
Workers
Greetings and Reminiscences
Message—"Continuing to Make
Christ Known," J. N. Hostetter
Prayer for Renewal of Dedication
Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Sr.
Special Music
7:00 PM Evangelistic Message — "Reckoning with the Enemy"
J. N. Hostetter

The Omnipotence Of The Bible

Following these events Daniel Kautz and
wife conducted a Sunday School in their
home, Annie Miller Kachel being an activehelper. Preaching services were held later
in a rented room on South Queen Street.
A more permanent work was begun when
a private dwelling was purchased by the
Manor-Pequea District and remodeled for
religious services. This mission at 633
Manor Street was in charge of Eld. Enos
H. Hess until 1911 when Amos R. Good
took his place. Some years later while
George Haagen and wife were in charge of
the work, more room was needed and land
was purchased for the erection of a church
building.
In 1921 Eld. John Martin moved to the
mission and in 1923 the church was built
and dedicated. Eld. Eugene Wenger was in
charge of the work from 1943 until 1945
when he was succeeded by Eld. Leroy
Walters who is the present pastor.

R. A.
The omnipotence of the Bible against all
man's attacks is one of the many proofs of
its divine origin. The Bible is not only the
most intensely loved Book in the world;
it is also the most bitterly hated. Scarcely
had the Bible been given to the world before men discovered that it condemned sin,
laid human pride in the dust, and demanded the renunciation of sin, of the world and
of self, and so man hated the Bible. Man's
hatred of the Bible has been of a most
persistent, determined, relentless and bitter
character. It has led to nearly nineteen
centuries of repeated attempts to undermine
faith in the Bible, and to consign the Bible
itself to oblivion. These attempts have ut-

a.

Other woikers at the mission who gave
valuable service at different times were Sisters Ada E. Hess, Rena Burkholder Haldeman, Miriam Benner, Emma Frey and Bro.
and Sr. Emmanuel Haas and others.
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READABLE

A n Anniversary and Homecoming Program has been planned for Sunday, Novemb e r 28, to which all interested friends are
invited.

UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY
December 12
'Reintroduce America to the Book"

Pray for the Lancaster church.
.
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terly failed. Celsus tried with the brilliancy of his genius, and he f a i l e d .
Porphyry tried with the depth and subtlety
of his philosophy, and he failed. Lucian
tried with the keenness of his satire, and he
failed. Then other weapons were used.
Diocletian, the mightiest ruler of the
mightiest empire of the world, brought to
bear against the Bible all the power of
Rome. He issued edicts that every Bible
should be burned, but that failed. Then he
issued the edict that all who possessed a
Bible should be put to death. But even
that failed.
So for more than eighteen centuries the
assault upon the Bible has continued. Every engine of destruction that human philosophy, human science, human reason,
human art, human cunning, human force
and human brutality could bring to bear
against a book has been brought to bear
against this Book, and yet the Bible stands
absolutely unshaken today. At times almost all the wise and great of the earth
have been pitted against the Bible, and only
an obscure few for it. \ e t it has stood.
Why is it that the Bible has proved omnipotent against all the centuries of attack
that man has been able to make? There is
but one candid answer. Because it is God's
Book. If the Bible had been man's book, it
(Continued on page four)
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Editorial
The Grace of Perennial Gratitude
It is a real virtue to be truly thankful
and ever mindful to express this indwelt
emotion of appreciation. Very few people
ars so despicably selfish but what they
realize brief moments of thankfulness for
kind attitudes expressed toward them. Many
others are periodically grateful because of
recurring circumstances and special occasions which serve to remind them of
values received and duties involved.
Since we are approaching another of
those splendid occasions, we hasten to use
it as an incentive to a realization of more
perpetual sensibilities. We despise the professed patriot who only waves a flag on the
fourth of July, or if he lives in Canada,
celebrates only the first of July and spends
the rest of the vear in subversive activities
and criminal acts of disloyalty. The son
or daughter who only sends flowers to
mother on Mother's Day and breaks her
fond heart the rest of the year by so many
wilful violations of the religious and social
ideals she has insisted upon, looks like a
vile ingrate to decent thinking people.
Have we seriously thought of what our
annual attempt at displaying our gratitude
looks like to pagan peoples, to unbelievers
who are practical thinkers, yea. to God
Himself? Is it possible to manifest thankfulness continuously? Can gratitude bloom
in our lives and emit an odor that perfumes
the whole year? We think so. but we must
first possess this priceless virtue.
Thankfulness ought to and can be realized every morning. Charles Kingsley said
—"Thank God every morning when you get
up that you have something to do that day
which must be done, whether you like it or
not. Being forced to work and do your
best will breed in you temperance and selfcontrol, diligence and strength of will,
cheerfulness and content, and a hundred
virtues the idle never know."

tive of the scores of things people do fous, to say nothing of daily blessings God
bestows.
David had the right spirit when he said
"His praise shall continually be in my
mouth" Psa. 3 4 : 1 . Then, there is the weekly devotions for those who regularly go to
church and prayer-meeting and other weekly or bi-weekly periods of worship. We
are commanded to "enter into His gates
with thanksgiving and into His courts with
praise: be thankful unto Him and bless
His name" Psa. 100:4.
If we thus live, the annual occasions
will seem much more sacred and meaningful. May our thanksgiving have the continuity of the beautiful evergreen trees ami
our testimony will be contagious!—E. J. S.

%
*
*
At the request of the Editors of the
f Sunday School Times Dr. T. A. Lam<$» bie of the Independent Board for Pres% „byterian Foreign Missions, wrote this
% 'Thanksgiving Editorial for that maga<• zine.
£
Since the writing of this article, the
•> Sunday School Times reports that he
$ has taken seriously ill. He had hoped
4> to return to Palestine early in NovemT ber. Prayer has been asked of his
X many friends for his recovery.
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—J. N. H.
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Thanksgiving—In 1620 and Today
An editorial by T. A. Lambie,
HIS last August I had the pleasure of attending as a delegate the International
Council of Christian Churches in Amsterdam, Holland. We met in a church more
than five hundred years old. It was first a
Roman Catholic Church and then later during the Reformation it became the English
Reformed Church in Holland, and it is
where the Pilgrim Fathers came when driven from England a year or so before they
sailed on the Mayflower for Plymouth

T

Rock.

A large memorial window in beautiful
stained glass has been placed behind the
chancel to commemorate the departure of
the Pilgrims. In their medieval costumes,
with the masts of the ship and its rigging
and the wide ocean visible behind them,
they were giving themselves to two things
—-prayer and lading the ship.
They sailed, and after incredible dangers
Besides this life is so much more pleas- and mishaps they landed in America. Someant to those who are compelled to live how half of them got through that first
around us, if we are grateful and apprecia- bitter winter and then in the autumn God
sent a plentiful harvest and the specter of
starvation for the time being was banished.
In gratitude to Almighty God. who had
given them food and a place of freedom
from persecution and surcease from their
toil, they held a "Harvest Home" of thanksgiving and prayer. No wonder the Pilgrims
went forward in the blessing of God to a
bounteous future.
Those earnest faces looked down upon
me as I sat in the old church on the Spui
at Amsterdam and meditated upon those
earlv God-fearing Pilgrim founders of our
sreat Araer'ca. Times have changed. No
longer are we thankful for a sparse store

M.D.

of common foods. Some of us are hardly
thankful at all. The idea seems to be to
have a turkey dinner with all the trimmings, including pumpkin pie, eating far
more than anyone should, and then, if not
too sleepy, to go to a football game, and
hardly a prayer is offered in praise to Him
for all His good gifts to us.
Thanksgiving means what it says—the
giving of thanks. To whom? To Almighty
God, of course. What a strange way to
give thanks? Stuffing ourselves with too
much and too rich food and going to a
football game or some other worldly
amusement. I don't feel that's at all right
if it stops there. Of course we must eat.
And to celebrate a holy day it is even appropriate that we eat well, although fasting might do us more good. But if there is
no thanksgiving in it, no word of grateful
thanks to our Heavenly Father, no praise
for His goodness, no heart full of gratitude
to Him, then surely we have failed.
No country in all the world has more to
be thankful for than America, in this year
of our Lord 1948. The Pilgrims sought for
a land of freedom to worship God. They
found it. We still have it. and God grant
we may keep it. Some would take it from
us. Let us tenaciously hold it fast and not
be entangled again in the yoke of bondage.
Thank God for freedom to worship Him.
Then we have food enough. A most bountiful harvest has just been gathered in 1948
that will supply all our needs and also
those of many millions of people across the
seas.
In Europe this summer I was surprised
and pained at the poorness of the food and
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the lack of variety. Oh, yes, we had enough
of black bread and boiled potatoes and
margarine, but very little in addition. How
thankful we should be for plenty and
variety of food!
We have peace—a troubled sort of peace
with dark forebodings of war and a good
deal of labor unrest and party strife, but
still, peace. We have plenty of clothes.
Not content with good clothes and strong,
some want "that new look," which has
nothing to do with serviceability of clothing. They even have this too, and often
good unworn clothes are sacrificed to the
dictates of fasion and style. Thank God for
clothes.
Then we all have some place in which
to live. Oh, granted there are weak spots,
there still are slums and tenements, still
we do have places to live. How kind God
is! The Son of man had "no where to lay
his head," but we have.
We have schools and colleges. We have
wonderful educational facilities. We have
hospitals and sanatoria, chapels and
churches. Everything in riotous profusion
and still getting better. Praise God for all
these things! America should be the most
thankful country in the world; but is she?
If there is no other way of showing it than
eating turkey and cranberry sauce and going to the football game, then somehow we
nave failed.
Ruth was thankful when, in her tattered
clothes and her sorrowful, poverty-stricken
widowhood, she gleaned in the barley field
of Boaz. Poor young woman beggared by
circumstances beyond her control, she was
picking up a scanty living by gleaning
after the reapers. She was thankful for
what she got and shared it with her motherin-law, but God had something more in
store for her. God always has something
more in store for those who wait for Him
and who share what they have with others.
The Pilgrim Fathers at Amsterdam seemed to have a hard lot. Driven by the lack
of freedom to worship God in England,
they went to the Netherlands. There they
found sympathy, but Holland was probably overcrowded even then, and could give
them no permanent resting places. Thev
had taken a short journey, and now they
were to take a very long journey in search
of a land of freedom to worship God. They
were indeed pilgrims and wayfaring men.
So they prayed and they thanked God and
they loaded the ship in preparation for a
promised land.
We, too, are pilgrims. We, too, have
something to put on the ship of the Christian life for the voyage. "Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us," and we thank Him. We
must from what He has given us lade the
ship. That distant land must be gained.
(Continued on page eighteen)
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"My Cup Runneth Over
Samuel F.
The words of the Psalmist express in a
very vivid way a truth that has boundless
proportions. As he experienced the tender
leadership of the loving Shepherd of his
life, he could not but glory in the gracious
goodness of his God. He was not unaware
of the fact that in his life experiences
there was "the valley of the shadow," and
the "presence of his enemies," but paramount above all that was the confident assurance that with the Lord as his Shepherd,
his cup was one that ran over and he need
fear no evil.
This Thanksgiving season again calls to
mind the fact that our material cup has
been filled to overflowing. The year has
been marked by the boundless blessings of
a loving Father. Our crops have been record breaking in their yield—our graneries
are bulging with the year's increase, and
our cellars are laden with the bounteous
fruits of well kept gardens. With few exceptions all of us would have to acknowledge the generous hand of a loving father
that has again been extended to us during
this year in multiplied material blessings.

ft

Wolgemuth
temptation to expend our every energy for
material gain, even to the sacrifice of our
spiritual well-being. Thanksgiving Day
refreshes the mind of the Christian with the
fact that we need give God all the glory
and in a new way dedicate our lives and
our possessions to Him.
Thanksgiving carries with it a definite
two-fold imperative. First, it is necessary
that we give thanks to a loving father.
When one assumes the attitude that material
increase is but the result of industrious
hands and neglects to render due thanks to
God, that individual becomes small and
ridiculous and his life is stunted by an ego
that destroys his usefulness. When, however, we recognize with thankfulness the
hand of God, and our own insignificance
our lives are enlarged by His blessing.

We need again be reminded of the fact
that these blessings make us more responsible. Material prosperity carries with it
added temptations to live primarily for
self, unmindful of the needs of the less
fortunate. To each one will come the

Secondly, it is essential that our thanks
be expressed by our gifts also. With the
expanding program of the church in missions, relief, education and benevolence, all
of us anew at this Thanksgiving season
need to be challenged with the privilege of
giving generously of our tithes and offer
ings, rather than storing up treasures for
ourselves, lest our lives be warped and
circumscribed by our own selfishness. As
we give the Lord His share we shall enjoyanew the approbation of God and will be
able to express sincere thanksgiving on this
historical day.—Waynesboro, Pa.

For Little Things

Omnipotence

Edna

Jaques

Not for the mighty world, 0 Lord, tonight,
Nations and kingdoms in their
fearful
might,
Let me be glad the kettle gently sings,
Let me be thankful just for little things.
Thankful
for simple food and
supper
spread,
Thankful for shelter and a warm, clean bed,
For little joyful feet that gladly run
To welcome me, when work is done.
Thankful for friends wlw share my woe or
mirth,
Glad for the warm, sweet fragrance of the
earth,
For golden pools of sunshine on the floor.
For love that sheds its peace about my
door.
For little friendly days that slip away,
With only meals and bed and work and
play,
A rocking chair and kindly
firelight—
For little things let me be glad tonight.
—Selected.

(Continued from page two)
would have gone down and have been forgotten centuries ago; but because in this
Book there is the hiding not only of God's
wisdom, but also of His power, it stands
and wonderfully fulfills the deeper meaning of Christ's words, "Heaven and earth
shall pass away: but my words shall not
pass away."—Living Waters, England.

I do not ask that God will give
Me tasks which earn the praise of men.
I only ask for strength to live
A faithful life. For I know then
That, though the job be large or small—
An unseen work, or watched by all—
Will matter none.
Oh, let me shun
The subtle ways of fleshly pride.
Then, come what may,
I'm satisfied!
—Kenneth

Anderson.
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Thankful...

9t

C. R. Hieisey

(Col. 3:15)
HY did Paul give such a command to
the Christians at Colosse? This
chapter is full of exhortations, both negative and positive, pertaining to Christianity
practically applied so that it will be noticeably present in those who profess to be followers of Christ. After giving fifteen verses
to various and sundry things requisite to
right personal procedure if men would
evidence the "risen with Christ" life, he
adds this clause as an imperative statement: "and be ye thankful." It is a "must"
for those who would be the Lord's alone in
a society which is leaving the Lord's commands alone. If we will note carefully we
will observe that it precedes instruction on
personal relationship with others. To qualify to make Christ known in a world in
which He is fast becoming unknown we
must begin very close to home—in our
very own spirit. We must be thankful.

W

Unthankfulness is one of the first steps
that lead toward paganism. Paul knew this
for he wrote Romans one and there speaks
of folks, who once "knew God" but "they
glorified Him not as God, neither were
thankful, but became . . ." What they became is described immediately following
this declaration. It is a picture of man
beginning the "trek" back to paganism of
the worst sort. They ceased thanksgiving.
They departed from "thanks-living." They
lost the glory. Their affections became vile.
Their minds became reprobate. They burned with unnatural lust. Instead of becoming "heirs of eternal life" they became
"worthy of death." Is it any wonder that
the saintly Apostle trembled when he saw
the slightest taint of unthankfulness appear
among his children in the faith?
It is exceedingly dangerous to lose the
song of thanksgiving from our hearts. Of
this the devil is fully aware and sets himself to oppose the giving of thanks unto
God. He will see to it that Christians are
bound by the carnal mind just as long as
possible for he knows that this mind is the
seat of criticism, complaining and unthankfulness and is certain to cause the
undermining sooner or later, of the positive, joyous testimony of the child of God.
The Word of Christ by which we grow and
prosper cannot "dwell richly in all wisdom" in an unthankful heart.
. Gentle r e a d e r , thankfulness is not
brought about from without; it bubbles up
from within a heart made free from sin. It
is not so dependent upon circumstance as
"innerstance." Thus it is capable of existing even though things without are tumultuous. Then let us seek safety first and be

dissatisfied until cleansed and made holy,
secure in the joy of the Lord which is our
strength and which is shed abroad in our
hearts only by the Holy Ghost.
Thankfulness needs irrigation and cultivation, hence Paul's exhortation. It is an
art rather than a result. We are not a
thankful people naturally. It is easiest to
bend our conversation toward self-pity and
complaint — easiest, because the devil
pushes in this direction. We do not inherently possess this artistry of gratitude.
We are desperately afraid of rejoicing too
much and too soon. We are inclined to
magnify our deprivations and minimize our
blessings. Thankfulness is irrigated by the
grace of God and cultivated by His help
as we exercise our wills in intelligent action
when we meet life's frustrations and deprivations.
We find a hint as to Paul's motivation
in giving this exhortation in I Thess. 5:18,
where we are informed that "the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning (us) is that
we "give thanks in everything." Sometimes
when things look the worst for us they turn
out to be the best for us. It was the desire
of Sir Walter Scott to become a poet and
only in the chagrin and despair that Byron

We Humbly Thank Thee, Lord
Charles R.

(5)
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Stump

For the bounties of the field,
For sun and rain and abundant yield,
For all that labor, sweat and toil;
That plow and cultivate the soil;
For those who share with fellowmen
The fruit of toil and golden grain;
For these, for life and liberty,
We humbly bring our thanks to Thee.
For the dreams of olden days,
For the prophets of holier ways,
And for a Hope that kindles love,
That lifts mankind to heights above
The sordid greed of men and covetousness;
For freedom of conscience we possess,
And for right of speech and property
We lift our llianks to Thee.
For all these gifts, yea, many more,
We find within Thy boundless store;
For a peace Thou wouldest impart
Richly, into every seeking heart;
For the beauty of trees and skies,
For homes and endearing family ties
Where joys abound
increasingly
We bring our sincerest thanks to Thee.
—Marion, Ind.
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had beaten him at his job did he turn to
the writing of stories. "Waverley" was
published anonymously as though he were
ashamed of the performance. Conversely,
Wordsworth passionately desired to become a party leader in the French Revolution and when a friend cut off all financial
supplies, the young zealot was full of selfpity. He turned to poetry as a second best.
Thackery wanted to be an artist, not a
writer. He settled down to fiction because
he was balked in art. Dickens wanted to
be an actor and was bitterly disappointed
when his career on the stage was frustrated.
•- Our frustrations and disappointments
are often wise overrulings. They may take
up from projects of our own choice, which
could be, at best only mediocre, and may
guide us to something worthwhile and
great. We can "give thanks in everything"
only if we are exercised by a faith based
on the fact that God can make good out of
all things for them who love Him and are
the called according to His purpose.
The deepest refrain of thankfulness
comes from Paul's letter to the Ephesians.
We might be found giving thanks "in everything" and yet not be entirely pleased
with everything. He expected a quality of
Christianity to exist at Ephesus that would
be "giving thanks always for all things,"
and that's a large order. To experience "the
love and kindness of God our Saviour toward man," naturally leads to "giving
thanks unto the Father which hath made
us meet to become partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." Since this
life of super-excellence is possible for the
Christian, surely Paul may be pardoned
for making his sermon to the saints at
Colosse, so positive.
Come now, fellow travelers on the King's
Highway, ye who have been numbered
among the sons of God, let us enter into
His gates with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise; be thankful and bless
His name."
0 that men would praise the Lord for His
goodness
And for His wonderful works to the children of men;
Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving
And declare His works with rejoicing . . .
Let them exalt His name in the congregation of the people,
And praise Him in the assembly of the
elders.
Why did Paul command the Colossians
to be thankful?
Because he loved them. He knew that
"whoso is wise and will observe these
things, even they shall understand the loving kindness of the Lord."
—Upland,

California.

-J
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Am I Thankful?
Avery
"Be thankful unto Him." Psa. 100:4.
"Be ye thankful." Col. 3:15.
Let's say it this way — "Be full of
thanks." What does it mean to be thankful? Is it saying "thank you" when I receive a gift or have had some kind act performed in my behalf? Or when I bow my
head at my table and give thanks to God
for daily food, is this a sure indication that
I am full of .thanks? These things are
right and proper, but may only be a habit
and form. Real thanks come from a heart
that is grateful. It isn't a forced thank you
nor necessarily requested, but it is spontaneous and voluntary. When training a
child we teach them to say "thank you"
for gifts received, but we expect them to
eventually do this without prompting. Just
so, real thanks to God should be given
without Him saying to us, "Now, what do
you s a y ? " This kind of thanksgiving will
be like the Christian's praying—it will be
without ceasing. But as we have special
times for prayer so we have special times
for giving thanks. One of these, special occasions is Thanksgiving Day.
May we stand back and take a look at
ourselves this Thanksgiving season. May
we self-examine our thankfulness. How
shall we do it? Here is one thing to check
first. Am I so full of wishing and hoping
for the things I don't have that I forget to

The Power of the W o r d
I was in a train some time ago, and in
the same car was a young fellow, a student
from Liverpool. I asked him if he knew
the Lord, and he said that he did.
"Have you known Him l o n g ? "
"Three years."
"What led you to the L o r d ? "
"Well," he answered, "it was seeing the
joy that other people had and that I had
not. I realized that they had something
which I did not possess."
"How did you find the j o y ? "
"I just took a text out of the Song of
Solomon (8:13), and made it a daily prayer until God answered it."
"The text was this: "Thou that dwellest
in the gardens, the companions hearken to
thy voice: cause me to hear it!" A most
unusual text, but there is the power of the
Word of God leading a young university
• man to the Lord.
What confidence it ought to give us in
sending portions of the Word hither and
thither! If we do the sowing, God will see
to the growing. The cry from the fields is.
Who will show us any good?
—Bishop Taylor Smith.
r-

Musser
call to mind the things I do have? Many
are doing this to-day and missing the joy
and privilege of being "thank-full." Instead they are grumbling and complaining.
Second, are my complaints loud and long
concerning high prices, etc? If they are
then it is quite evident that my thanks are
low and short. A grateful appreciative person is an optimist while the thankless person is a pessimist. It has been said, "Thankfulness is the soil in which joy thrives."
Let us be sure this Thanksgiving finds
us "full of thanks." We will be happier.
So will our loved ones and others with
whom we associate. They will know we appreciate them and will be reminded that
they also have great reasons to be thankful.
Thankfulness, like some other things, is
catching. And our God will be pleased with
our spontaneous thanks and its holy influence.—Shippensburg,
Pa.

Thanksgiving Song
Alice Whitson

Norton

Vm thankful for a spot of ground
Tliat yields to me without a sound—
Sweet roses, pink and white and red,
And corn and wheat to make my breadAnd for the silvery falling rain
That trickles down my window pain.
Vm thankful for the friends I know,
And for a wood fire's cheery glow;
For courage that will bear me up
When sorrows overflow my cup
And for the childhood faith I find
In trusting God to keep me kind.

"And Be Ye Thankful9
Luke L. Kieefer
COLOSSIANS

3:15

Sincere thankfulness is the result of experience both pleasant and unpleasant. It
cannot be generated in the depths of the
heart so that it becomes an "issue of life"
without experience, for then feeling and
emphasis would lack; neither would it have
the essence of pure, demonstrative, unselfish praise to God. Without the latter,
thankfulness will be given to be observed
by those around us, and thus loses its pure
and meaningful character.
By the context we notice that seventeen
verses are used to infer and indicate the experiences involved in attaining to thankfulness. It demands a good relationship with
both God and man. Fear and condemnation are noticeably foreign to pure gratitude. Thus we may conclude that one cannot pretend thankfulness for any brief or
momentary occasion. The emphasis of this
scripture seems to fall on the word "be."
This is to say that under the observation
of God we need to be (a condition) thankful and not pretend only (a hypocrisy).
Someone may ask then, "How am I to
be sure that I am really thankful?" In
answer we will submit a number of questions to stimulate a correct analysis of one's
self.
1.

Do I find more pleasure in telling
God I am thankful than in telling
others?

2.

Do I count myself consecrated
sacrifice as well as for service?

for

3.
4.

Do I pay my tithe always?
Do I realize that the things I may
have avoided are as important as the
things from which I have been delivered?
5. Do I really believe that all things
work together for my good?
Do I think my lot in life is unequally
hard and unnecessarily disciplining?
Do I feel that I must always take the
"short e n d ? "
Do I complain about people and conditions?
9. Do I gain by my losses?
10. Do I consider that long life is my
due?
11. Do I ever deny myself of things I
feel I need?
12. Do I need to seek for things for which
to be thankful?
13. Do I look for a chance to help the
unfortunate?
14. Do I participate in relief projects of
a world wide scope?
15. Do I attempt to point souls to Christ
when helping them?
16. Do I act mv reconciliation to weather
conditions?
17. Do I attend Harvest Praise services
each year?
18. Do I practice saying "thank you" even
to the members of my home?
19. Do I really mean "you're welcome"
when I say it?
20. Do I plan to express my thankfulness
on Thanksgiving?
—Millersburg, Pa.
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We answer without hesitation that the
, centre of the home is the Family Altar.
What is the deeper meaning of the altar?
The answer is not far to find. Jesus Christ
is the Divinely Ordered Head of every
home. Jesus Christ is in the midst or in a
position of centrality in every life situation
"that in all things He might have the pree m i n e n c e " (Colossians 1:18). Trace
through the Scriptures and see how God
the Father has set forth and emphasized
the centrality of His Son.

In order to remedy our present condiAMILY ALTARS will provide the spiritual
background for a mighty spiritual tion of world-wide frustration, confusion
awakening. Spiritual revivals, like any- and bewilderment, men have attempted a
thing else, require background. Revivals remedy, approaching the problem from the
do not come out of an empty void, but al- school, church, national or international
ways in relationship to basic spiritual pro- perspectives. This is like treating the sympcesses already in existence. There must be toms rather than the disease. The most
instructed minds before there is the ground basic unit of all has largely been overlook1. Luke 2:46 informs us He was in the
for the Holy Spirit to do His blessed office ed. The disease is the broken home. The
work. It may well take a generation of result of this basic disease is the broken midst of the doctors hearing and asking.
family worship and Bible instruction in personality, church and nation. And be- - 2. Mark 15:27 tells us He was in the
our homes before the Holy Spirit can give cause the home is the basic and funda- midst of the thieves on the cross.
3. Revelation 1:13 shows that He is in
i'S the awakening we are so earnestly pray- mental unit according to God's divine order
—the whole confused problem of life must the midst of the candlesticks.
ing for today.
be approached from that centre. And if the
4. Revelation 5:6 reveals He is in the
We believe there are many little power- home is the divinely ordered centre of every midst of His Father's throne.
charged groups of intercessors who are other institution and expression of life—
5. He is in the midst of the Old Testapraying the prayer of faith for spiritual then a vital question is—what is the centre ment. Luke 24:27.
awakening. But let us never forget that or the heart of the home? What is the
6. He is in the midst of the church.
true faith has works. Works are not the vital centre of unity, coherence, harmony Hebrew 2:12.
condition of faith, but works are its blessed and integration for the home? This is the
7. He is central to all the promises of
fruit. His precious shed blood is, under most important question of all. 'For here,
God. II Corinthians 1:20.
grace, the only condition of faith. Faith in answer to this question, we shall have
8. He is in the midst of our lives. Garooted in such a precious source as Calvary found the perspective for understanding
latians 4:6.
and the Lamb's shed blood is vital, dynamic our whole confused situation, and we shall
9. And in Matthew 18:20. we have Jesus
and sure in the production of works. And have found both the explanation and the
in
the midst where two or three are gatherthe first work of revival faith* is daily remedy for the larger part of our present
ed in His name. Here is a special familyprayer, worship and instruction by way of plight.
the old-fashioned family altar. Without this
c o n t i n u e d on next page)
revivals may be "put on," but they will
lack depth and the results will not be lasting. This fact is grievous and sad, but, oh,
so true nonetheless.

F

Why Every Christian Home Should,
Have A Family Altar

Converts, in all too many instances, just
don't have that depth and sense of divine
reality in their experience which will enW. E. Biederwolf
able them to pass victoriously through the
heat and fever of trials, obstacles and the
I
VI
cares of this life. The trial of their faith
Because it will send you forth to the
Because it will hold as nothing else the
does not seem to be precious as is true of daily task with cheerful heart, stronger for boys and girls when they have gone out
real Scripture-founded and Spirit-given the work, truer to duty and determined in from beneath the parental roof and so defaith. Rather the results of trial seem to whatever is done therein to glorify God.
termine very largely the eternal salvation
be destructive and tragic. And again we
II
of your children.
say the answer is at hand. There are few
Because it will give you strength to
VII
Scripture-filled hearts and minds for the meet the discouragements, the disappointBecause it will exert a helpful, hallowed
Holy Spirit to work with. The ground is ments, the unexpected adversities and someinfluence over those who may at any time
hard, fallow and rocky with unbelief be- times the blighted hopes that may fall to
be guests within the home.
cause of the past three generations of unyour lot.
VIII
faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ in
Ill
Because
it
will
enforce
as nothing else
Christian homes. Oh! the bitter harvest. A
Because it will make you conscious can do the work of your pastor in pulpit
lost, almost untouchable, generation not
throughout the day of the attending pres- and in pew and stimulate the life of your
knowing its right from its left hand spirence of an unseen, divine One, who will church in its every activity.
itually. In our bewildered generation, we
IX
are getting down to the bitter dregs of that bring you through more than conqueror
cup of cruel neglect of the old-fashioned over every unholy thought or thing that
Because it will furnish an example and
rises us against you.
family altar.
a stimulus to other homes for the same
IV
kind of life and service and devotion to
Because it will sweeten home life and
The home has always been the basic inGod.
stitution in God's divine order. All the oth- enrich home relationship as nothing else
X
er "functions and institutions of life rest can do.
Because the Word of God requires it and
V
back upon the home in such intimate reBecause it will resolve all the misunder- in thus obeying God we honor Him who is
lationship that as goes the home—so goes
the Giver of all good and the source of all
the church, school, nation and world. When standing and relieve all the friction that
blessing.
the home was strong, all the other institu- sometimes intrudes into the sacred precincts
of family life.
—Toronto,
Ontario.
tions were strong in like measure.
s
A
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altar promise—or a promise especially
adaptable to the family and its altar. When
Jesus spoke of two and three, wasn't He
thinking of your little family and that time
when you should gather together each day
to worship Him in prayer and His Word.
Christ is central. And God desires that His
centrality be visibly expressed, recognized
and honoured in the home.
The altar is the visible expression, manifestation and recognition of this divinely
ordered fact of His centrality. The altar is
more. The altar is our daily participation
in the truth of His Headship. And through
the daily altar the Lord Jesus Christ exercises His office as Head of the home—
giving those instructions, illuminations,
blessings and worshipful experiences which
create, build and sustain family love, harmony, integration and coherence.
There are two movements in the altar.
There is a movement of life and expression
from Him to, through, in and with us.
What we have just said about Christ exercising His offices as Head sets this phase
of the altar movement forth. But there is
another movement—the movement of worship from us to Him through His blessed
Word and prayer. This movement is the
saint in the exercise of his office as a member of the body of Christ. So the vital functions and movements in the daily family
altar are an expression and manifestation
of His offices as Head and the office of the
saved members of the family as His Body.
As His Body, we worship Him through
His Word and prayer. As Head, He blesses,
instructs and leads us. The altar is the
visible recognition and manifestation of all
this. The altar thus is the creative source
through which God in Christ aims and does
feed the whole continuing life of the family even as the fountain feeds the stream.
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A Suggestion

A Mighty Man of Prayer

Get religion like a Methodist
Experience it like a Baptist
Be sure of it like a Disciple
Stick to it like a Lutheran
Conciliate it like a Congregationalist
Be proud of it like an Episcopalian
Simplify it like a Quaker
Glorify it like a Jew
Pay for it like a Presbyterian
Practice it like a Christian Scientist
Work at it like the Salvation Army
Propagate it like a Roman Catholic
Enjoy it like a Negro.

Four, six, eight, or even ten hours a day
John Hyde prayed for the souls of men with
such earnestness that at the age of fortyseven he died as a direct result of this terrible burden of prayer. But, because of
his prayer, revivals came which swept a
hundred thousand souls into the Kingdom
of God.
Praying Hyde—for so he was called by
his fellow missionaries—began this ministry of intercession in preparation for a
great conference of missionaries and Indian
• pastors scheduled in 1904 at Sialkot, India.
The church life in the Punjab was far
below the Bible standard. Few were being
saved among the Christless millions. John
Hyde and a friend decided that this would
not be just "another conference," but that
they would wait upon the Lord until torrents of blessings should fall.
Thirty days before the conference began,
these two men set themselves apart for
prayer. Day and night they prayed. After
seven days a friend joined them, and for
twenty-one days these three prayed day and
night.
When at last the conference began, the
power of God was there. As a result of
that conference, literally thousands were
prayed into the Kingdom.

—From a speech by Judge Lewis L. Fawcett.
cause of unfaithfulness to the altar. The
altar, we say again, is the visible recognition, manifestation, expression and thus the
hallowed place where provision is translated into the living and continuing stream
of the family life.
Indeed, God's plan is that Christ shall be
the head of the home and that the home in
its members should be a part of His body.
The unsaved families have neither body nor
head—in God's eyes. No wonder utter
chaos reigns. No wonder their home life is
like a crazy quilt of broken and disintegrated functions. No wonder each member is a law unto himself. The saved families have both body and head. But these
two facts remain provisional and do not
make much difference in the individual and
family life unless they are translated by
the Family Altar—and all that it implies.
No wonder so much chaos reigns in Christian families who are ignoring God's order.
No wonder our spiritual lives are dry, barren and frequently utterly frustrated when
we so flagrantly ignore God's divine order.
The altar is always the place where provisional blessing becomes experienced blessing—where divinely appointed fact becomes a humanly recognized fact. In homes
where some are Christian and the others
are not, this divine order of God must be
faithfully recognized and affirmed by those
who are Christians. In this way, there will
be a centre of divine influence, blessing and
heavenly fragrance which will permeate
through the whole family life—even unto
the salvation of the unsaved members in
clue time.

Every home was meant to have a Head
and a Body. Most homes today have
neither head nor body, for salvation has
never come within their doors. By accepting the blessed Lord Jesus as our Saviour
through God's provision at Calvary in the
shed blood, we are born again and become
members of His Body of which He is the
Head. Thus by His shed blood, the saved
family comes into a provisional realization of God's plan and desire for every
home—Christ as Head and the family as
members of His Body. We say a provisional realization because there are so many
blessings and privileges which we Christians have provisionally, but do not possess
Thus it is not difficult to see how the
experimentally. The blessing and smile of neglect of such a vital function as the FamGod comes in the translation of the "pro- ily Altar is the source of so much untold
visional" into the "experimental." So many suffering. The Family Altar is the first line
• Christian families having the provisional of defense against spiritual backsliding.
blessing of being members of His Body of This is the predominant problem of this
which He is the Head—or of having a home Laodecian Church age. Jesus described it
which is in truth His body and of which well when He said: Thou art neither cold
He is the Head—never come into the ex- nor hot" (Revelation 3:15). The plight of
perimental blessing of this basic fact be- the backslider is tragic and heart-rending

indeed. He has lost the sense of God's
smile — God's blessing and over-ruling
providence. He is out of fellowship and a
thousand times a day his heart cries of
loneliness and despair remind him of this
fact. Yes, the words of Jesus have been fulfilled in him. "So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation
3:16).
But we are not left there alone and without hope in our spiritual desolation, for He
says: "Behold, I stand at the door and
knock, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me." And then the
promise to the restored one: "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in His throne"
(Revelation 3:20-21). Then God's passionate plea: "He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the spirit saith unto the churches."
The Family Altar League of America believes that the condition of Revelation 3:15
will never be remedied nor the fullness of
the promise in Revelation 3:20 and 21 will
ever be realized until the Family Altar is
restored in believers' homes. Our blessed
Lord Jesus is almighty for all power- has
been given Him. But there is one impossibility even He cannot surmount. That impossibility is this: A man cannot live and
(Continued on page

fifteen)
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Recreation As A Tension
Remover
Robert
UST as Energine is known as a "spot remover," recreation is known as a tension remover.
The reason for recreation's tension removing effectiveness is that it works in two
ways. It, like exercise, can relieve, througn
activity, the physical tenseness that develops
and at the same time divert the nervous
anxiety or mental strain by substituting another goal that is rather inherent in the
activity itself. In that way substitute desires and wants are reached.
Recreation, by formal definition, is "refreshment of strength and spirits after toil,
diversion or a mode of diversion, play.'
Play is defined as "to amuse or divert oneself."
Recreation, therefore, opens two avenues
of relieving tension. It offers diversion in
the sense of diverting attention to more
immediate goals or desires and at the same
time offers opportunity for activity, physical exercise.
4
Examine for a moment the life of Paul,
the Apostle. Frustrated in his attack on the
followers of Jesus by the revelation of
Jesus, .Himself, Paul spent an extended
period of re-creation of thought and purpose in the desert of Asia. Later in*his life
frustrated by imprisonment, he entered one
of the most common of recreational pursuits, letter writing, and found in it release from tension, and gave to us much of
the New Testament.

J

Many of us have come from religious
background that has condemned recreation
and play as legitimate expressions of a
Christian life. The struggle of the past has
been against words and not experiences, for
all Christians have and will find some form
of "refreshment of strength and spirits
after toil" or tension and also strive to
"amuse or divert oneself" when frustrated.
My grandmother often stated that she did
not play and did not believe in play. But
when asked about quilting, which she did
beautifully, she said "I like to quilt. When
I am tired or discouraged it is such a relief." Quilting was part of her play.
My grandfather in his later years used
conversation as his recreation. He would
sit by the hour on the courthouse benches
swapping stories and strong political and
personal convictions.
During this generation it seems wiser not
to fight against the words, recreation and
plav, but to accept them in Christian circles and then give guidance in choosing the
best and highest types of recreation to overcome the frustrations and tensions of our
toil, so that we will be re-created, refresh-

Tully
ed, for new and more creative attacks upon
the problem of Christian living.
Here are some guide posts that have
helped in choosing high type recreation:
"Does it contribute to health:
by .building up the body and mind,
by aiding in relaxation,
by encouraging active participation?
Does it lead to sociability:
by being entered into by all,
by appealing to both sexes,
by creating the desire for teamwork?
Does it permit self-expression: •
by making the person forget self,
by giving opportunity for individual
initiative,
by having more than a one-time application, learned in youth but enjoyed throughout life?
Does it build character:
by calling fbrloyalty to a group or

ideal,
by caJling for selfJiscipline,
by Sdding to th<S spiritual life?
Does it meet the money and time budget:
by not calling for more than the per•^
son or group can pay,
by calling for little equipment and a
short period of preparation,
by not taking too much time before
joy comes?
by leaving no hang-over,
by creating a desire for short periods
of reflection,
by just being f u n ? " (Social Recreation Primer, Tully)
Many are the stories and examples of
wholesome recreation that Christians use
to release tensions that have created frustrations :

Lord, Give Me Grace
The bread
give;
The water
I want to
I'm sure I

that bringeth strength I want to
pure that bids the thirsty live;
help the fainting day by day;
shall not pass again thj,s way.

I want to give the oil of joy for tears,
The faith to conquer crowding doubts and
fears,
Beauty for ashes may I give alway;
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.
I want, to give to others hope and faith;
I want to do all that the Master saith;
I want to live aright from day to day;
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.
—War Cry.
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"I play the piano. If angry I pound, if
blue I play softly."
"There's nothing like throwing a ball
s round. It sure relieves me."
"I go to a good play or symphony."
"Personally I like to read. My wife
knits."
"Who me? I write poetry."
And so it goes. My father does woodworking, my mothers reads and prays, my
brother tinkers with autos, Sis plays the
phonograph. I would guess there is a list
of personal recreations for your family,
too.
Let us not overlook the value of worship
as a recreative experience. Worship is the
highest type of recreation known to man.
Jesus when facing His deepest persoija)
problems spent entire nights in prayer.
So to close this section let us say it this
way. Find legitimate recreational experiences to relieve your personal frustrations,
but move toward learning to make worship
the most recreative experience of life.
—The Mennonite.

Prayer and Criticism
Dr. M. D. Hoge used to tell of two
Christian men who "fell out." One heard
that the other was talking against him,
and he went to him and said:
"Will you be kind enough to tell me my
faults to my face, that I may profit by
your Christian candor, and try to get rid
of t h e m ? "
"Yes, sir," replied the other. "I will do
it."
They went aside, and the former said:
"Before you commence telling what you
think wrong in me, will you please bow
down with me, and let us pray over it, that
my eyes may be opened to see my faults
as you will tell them? You lead in prayer."
It was done; and when the prayer was
over, the man who had sought the interview said: "Now proceed with what you
have to complain of in me."
But the other replied: "After praying
over it, it looks so little that it is not worth
talking about. The truth is, I feel now
that in going around talking against you 1
have been serving the devil himself, and {
have need that you pray for me and forgive me the wrong I have done you."
—Selected.

There is no thought in any heart that
God does not know. Nothing can be hid
from Him. It would be a terrible thought
if it were not also a comforting one. For
knowing us wholly He loves us, desires to
help us as a father helps a child, and is
ready to forgive us.
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Post, Lynn and Elinor Nicholson: Rosa
Engle and Sr. Florence Hensel.
Eyster.
Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South Houghton Mission, R. R. 1, Tillsonburg, Ont.
Africa. Elder & Sr. Bert Winger, Sr. Verna
Phone—Glenmeyer 22rl4. Thomas and MarGinder, Sr. Ruth Hunt and Sr. Verda Moyer.
jorie Whiteside, Myrtle and Ruth Steckley,
Luella Heise.
Sikalonga Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Frogmore—Alonzo Vannatter, pastor.
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga. Sr.
Houghton Center and Walsingham
T.
Anna Eyster, Sr. Rhoda Lenhert, and Sr.
Anna Graybill.
Whiteside, pastor.
Kentucky—Bishop Wilbur Snider, Supt., Address, Office of the Superintendent, Brethren
India
in- Christ Work, Garlin, Ky.
Fairview (Ella, Ky.) Esther Ebersole; EsGeneral Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick
ther Greenawalt.
and Sister Dick, Saharsa, O. & T. Ry„ India.
Knifiey (Knifley, Ky.) Irvin and Dorothy
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. & T. Ry„ BhaKanode; Mary Heisey, Nurse
galpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley; Sr.
Garlin (Garlin, Ky.) Robert and Edna Wengerd, Ida Lou Hane; Elizabeth Hess,
Leora Toder, Sr. Shirley Bitner; Sr. Erma
Nurse.
Hare; Bishop and Sr. A. D. M. Dick.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura. O. & T. Bha- North Star Mission, Meath Park Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill.
galpur District, India. Sr. M. Erne Rohrer;
Carroll and Pulaski County, Alllsonia, Virginia
Sr. Beulah Arnold.
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
Barjora Mission: Barjora. P. O. Tribenigunj,
via Murligunj, A. B. Ry., District Bhagalpur,
RADIO BROADCASTS
India. Rev. & Sr. William Hoke; Sr. Emma
C.K.P.C., Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
Resenberger.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
E. I. Ry., District Monghyr, India. Rev. & W.M.P.C, Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
Sr. George Paulus.
First Thursday of every monfh
Missionaries on Furlough
12:15-1:16 P. M.
Eld. & Mrs. Charles Eshelman, Messiah BiEvery Tuesday—transcription
ble College, Grantham, Pa.
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P. M.
Eld. and Mrs. Charles Engle, Jonestown, Pa.,
R. R. 1, c.o. Alfred Crider.
K.O.C.S., Ontarto. Calif. 1610 Kcs.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey. 256 F. St., Upland. Calif.
"Morning Melodies"
Eld. & Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey, R. R. 3.
Each Sunday
10:00 A. M.-10:15 A. M.
Troy, Ohio.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., HarW.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
risburg, Pa.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Each Sunday
7:30—8:00 A. M.
Eld. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, 338 N. 6th
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
Ave., Upland, Calif.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Sr. Mary Brenaman, West Milton, Ohio, c.o.
Each Saturday 12:35—1:00 P. M.
H. W. Hoke.
Elder & Mrs. J. Paul George, R. 1, Troy, W.N.A.R., Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
Ohio, c.o. Harold Rohrer.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Sr. Edna E. Lehman, R. R. 3, York, Pa.,
Each
Sunday
2:30—3:00
P.
M.
c.o. O. D. Lehman.
W.L.B.R., Lebanon, Pa.
1270 Kcs.
HOME MISSIONS
"Gospel Words and Music"
City Missions
Each Saturday
12:35—1:00 P. M.
Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona,
W.A.N.D., Canton Ohio
900 Kcs.
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Each Sunday
12:15-1:00 P. M.
Buffalo Mission, 26 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13
W. P. F . B., Mlddletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
N. T., Phone GRant 7T06. Arthur and Wilma
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Musser; Anna Henry; Anne Wyld.
Each Sunday 8:00 - 8:30 A M.
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EVANGELISTIC SLATES
Nov. 15-28
Evangelist, Eld. E. J. Rohrer
Chestnut Grove, Ohio
Nov. 28-Dec. 12
Evangelist, Eld. Isaac S. Kanode
Fairview, Ohio
Nov. 28-Dec. 19
Evangelist, Eld. John Rosenberry
Leonard, Mich
Nov. 28-Dec. 12
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Martinsburg, Pa
Nov. 28
Evangelist, Eld. Elwood Flewelling
Mechanicsburg, Pa
Jan. 2
Evangelist, Bishop E. J. Swalm
Riddlesburg, Pa
Nov. 29-Dec. 12
Evangelist. Eld. Joel Carlson
Rosebank, Kansas
Nov. 29-Dec. 19
Evangelist, Eld. E. J. Rohrer
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What Makes a Nation Great?

Abilene, Kansas

MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
The fifth annual Missionary Conference of
the Brethren in Christ in Lancaster County
will be held at the Cross Roads (Florin,
Pa.) Church, Saturday evening, Sunday all
day, and Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings, December 4-8.
Speakers will include Eld. and Mrs.
Charles Eshelman, Eld. and Mrs. Walter
Winger, Eld. and Mrs. Charles Engle, Eld.
and Mrs. Elwood Hershey, Eld. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, Sr. B. Ella Gayman, Sr.
Edna Lehman, Sr. Anna Eyster and Eld.
and Mrs. Chester Wingert, outgoing missionaries to Africa.
It is expected that fourteen missionaries
fror Africa and India will be present. A
hearty invitation is extended to all.
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Not serried ranks with flag unfurled,
Not armored ships that gird the world,
Not hoarded wealth nor busy mills,
Not cattle on a thousand hills,
Not sagies wise, nor schools, nor laws,
Not boasted deeds in freedom's cause—
All these may be, and yet the state
In the eye of God be far from great.
That land is great which knows the Lord,
Whose songs are guided by His Word;
Where justice rules twixt man and man,
Where love controls in art and plan;
Where, breathing in his native air,
Each soul finds joy in praise and prayer.

Births
ZOOK—A son, Ivan S., was born to Mr. and
Mrs. Bert Zook of Abilene, Kansas, on November 5.
HE-SEY—A son, Robert Funk Heisey, was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Martin Heisey, Washington Boro, Pa., on November 5.
HOi'i'MAU—Mr. and Mrs. John Hoffman, Jr.,
Maytown, Pa., announce the birth of a daughter, Karen Yvonne, on October 17.
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The funeral service was held in the Ebenezer
Methodist church on Friday afternoon, October
1. The service was in charge of Rev. C. L.
, Ruhlen. A tribute was brought by the Rev. L.
E. Fish. And the message was given by Bishop
Monroe Book of the Brethren in Christ Church
of Abilene. Interment was made in the Greenwood cemetery.
OSEBHOISEB — Sr. Esther C. Oberholser,
the daughter of Henry and Ella Thrush, was
born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, December 25, 1912 and departed this life October
2 at the age of 35.
She was united in marriage to John L.
Oberholser September 25, 1943. She is survived
by her husband, her parents and these brothers
and sisters: Ralph, R. R. 5, Chambersburg, Pa.;
John, R. R. 2, Shippensburg, Pa.; Mrs. Wilbur
Stayman and Mrs. Roy Stayman both R. R. 1,
Shippensburg, Pa.; Mrs. Edwin Stoops, Waynesboro, Pa; and Henry, Jr. at home.
She was converted around the age of 17 and
united with the Brethren in Christ Church.
•* Funeral services were held in the Air Hill
Church October 5 conducted by Bishop Charlie
Byers and Eld. Harvey Musser. Interment was
made in the adjoining cemetery.

NOT FOR BREAD
In KIPLINGER'S MAGAZINE for August
appeared a table giving the following interesting figures showing that in one recent
year the people of this nation spent for
liquor, $9,500,000,000; for tobacco, $3,410,
000,000; for cosmetics and beauty aids,
$2,321,000,000; for vacations, theatres, recreation, race tracks, etc., $7,942,000,000;
but in contrast for all welfare and religious
work they could not raise more than
$1,525,000,000.

TESTIMONY FROM A WHEEL CHAIR
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
A Missionary Conference will be held in
the Messiah Home Chapel Friday and Saturday evenings, and Sunday all day, December 10-12.
Everyone is invited to attend.
MISSIONARY CHILD DIES
Eld. J. A. Climenhaga has informed us
that he has received a cable from Choma,
N. Rhodesia, telling of the decease of their
granddaughter, "Baby Dorothy," on Monday, November 8, by Malaria.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to the
parents, Eld. and Mrs. David Climenhaga,
in their bereavement.
Signed: Secretary,
Foreign Mission Board
PUBLICATION AVAILABLE

Weddings
GKEENAWAI.T-MEI.I.INGEB — At 1:30 on
the afternoon of October 23 there occurred the
wedding of Sr. Frances Mellinger, daugnter of
Bro. and Sr. Daniel Mellinger, Washington
Boro, Pa., to Bro. Ralph Greenawalt, son of
Bro. and Sr. Paul Greenawalt, Florin, Pa.
The wedding took place in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church in the presence of friends
and relatives. Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Sr. performed the ceremony, assisted by Bishop Henry
Ginder.

Obituaries
CLIMENHAGA—Dorothy Lee, little daughter of David and Dorcas (Slagenweit) Climenhaga of Sikalongo Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, S. Africa died November 8, 1948 of
Malaria. She was born March 31, 1948.
Mourning the loss of this little jewel are her
parents and one sister Donna Faye; her paternal grandparents, Eld. and Mrs. John A. Climenhaga of Stowe, Pa.; and the maternal
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. David Slagenweit
of Martinsburg,' and uncles, aunts and cousins.

The E. V. Publishing House announces
that there are yet available a number of
copies of the booklet, "The Joy of The Whole
Earth" by Bishop A. D. M. Dick (Reprint
BODEL—Jacob Hodel, son of the late Mr.
of the 1947 Conference Sermon).
Mrs. Michael Hodel of Clay County, Kansas,
Any pastor wanting additional copies for and
passed away after a lingering illness on Sepdistribution within his congregation, or any tember 28 at the age of seventy-two.
Having come from Germany, he settled with
one wishing a copy for himself, please send
parents in Clay County in 1887, where he
your request to E. V. Publishing House, his
spent the major portion of his life helping his
Nappanee, Indiana.
parents on the farm.
At the age of eighteen he was converted and
joined the Brethren in Christ Church. A very
likable person, he enjoyed the services and
kept a constant attendance as long as his
health permitted.
In his last years he made his home with his
brother and his wife, and though a great care,
he was always patient and appreciative of the
kindness shown him during his long illness.
He leaves to mourn an only brother, Henry;
and a sister, Mrs. Christ Heer; two nephews,
other relatives and a host of friends.

I greet all the dear saints in the Precious
Name of Jesus, the One Who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood.
"When the enemy shall come in like a
flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard against him." Isa. 59:19.
This is a wonderful promise to the children of God. If ever there was a time that
God's children should stand it is today. I
believe the Lord's coming is near at hand,
and my prayer is that many souls will yet
be saved.
I truly thank and praise God for all He
means to me as I sit here from day to day
in my wheel chair. I thank God that one
day I can give up my chair and receive a
crown and then I won't need the aid of
anyone to help me about. I am glad that
Jesus keeps me each day in His loving care,
and that He is so real to my soul. I would
not turn back for all the world. Truly Jesus
means everything to me.
I need the prayers of all of God's children
that I ever keep true until Jesus comes. So
please pray for me and I will pray for you.
It will soon be another New Year and the
Holidays will come around. I always look
forward to receiving letters and cards, and
I know you dear ones will not let me down.
I thank everyone who remembered me last
Christmas. As I did not get to answer all,
this letter is to thank every one. May God
bless every one. With this thought I will
say,
" "Tis sweet to walk with Jesus
For when the way is drear,
He puts His arm around me,
And fills my soul with cheer."
I am truly thankful that Jesus is my
friend, and I mean to keep true to Him as
a shut-in sister in Christ Jesus.
Faith Alice Phillips
Sylvatus, Va.

416

(12)

E V A N G E L I C A L

VISITOR

November 25, 1948

Two weeks ago Mizinga returned home,
after having spent 11 weeks in evangelistic
meetings at 8 of the outschools. God used
him and made him a great blessing among
his own African people, the results of which
On Sunday afternoon the boys divided in- God is the judge. But surely His word will
to several groups for. the purpose of visiting not return void.
villages and holding services with them. At
Mizinga and his wife have been faithful
one place the woman did not want to hear
THE MATOPO BOYS C. S. L. CAMP
them, but they went ahead anyway. An old followers for many years. They have been
man was seen stuffing paper into his ears, leaders and supporters of the work here at
Dear Readers of the Visitor:
but the boys reported that they think he Macha. Their's is a practical Christianity,
I am submitting the following account of heard anyway. However, at most places the the influence of which has gone out among
the Christian Service League Camp for the visits were appreciated, and we trust that the people, and brought results. We thank
God for them and "for the word of their
Matopo boys, written by my husband. The their efforts will bring forth fruit.
testimony." Will you join us in prayer that
girls had a similar camp. I have charge of
On
Sunday
evening
the
boys
presented
their faith might remain fixed on Christ
the girls' work in the League but because of
my family I was unable to accompany them another program largely consisting of re- Jesus ?
on their "camp. Sisters Kreider and Engle ligious songs, and one of the teachers spoke
Verna Ginder
went with the girls. 'From all I have heard to them. A few village people were also*
Choma, N. Rhodesia
since they are home they thoroughly enjoyed present.
On Monday morning the boys had a ball
their camp as did the boys. I wished to have
MISSIONARY VARIETY
this work presented to the Visitor; herewith game and also participated in a Bible game.
Morning
prayers were over and breakfast
Early afternoon the camp was broken up
the article:
and the boys left for- home again visiting finished when it was decided that the oxNo doubt some of you are acquainted with villages on the way. They arrived back at cart should be put in order and Mary would
the name of the organization called THE Matopo Mission about 4:30 marching and get off to visit the Bennets who live several
CHRISTIAN SERVICE LEAGUE. Being singing. It so happened that the girls ar- milf»s to the north of us. This Anglo-Indian
superintendent of the Matopo C. S. L. this rived back at the same time also marching family which consists of a young man and
year I have come into quite close contact and singing.
his sister have been contacted by the Barwith it. •
jora missionaries for many years and we
These people enjoy a camp like this im- are hanpy to continue the visits. In a little
The League meets for weekly meetings mensely, and we are glad to give them some
where such things as morals, ideals of wholesome activity such as this. I also ap- over three hours of jolting in an ox-cart
Christian service, first aid, and vocational preciated the contact which the trip gave over bumpy roads the Kothi was reached.
subjects are discussed and engaged in. The me. Will you pray for them that they may The visit was very worthwhile and another
requirements for the work of the League live up to the ideals of the Christian Serv- witness given in the name of our precious
Lord and Saviour.
include Bible reading and memory work as ice League?
well as some good missionary and devotional
It was a lovely Sunday morning. The
—L. B. Sider
reading books in both the vernacular and
mountains of Nepal were quite visible for a
English.
For myself I desire to make use of my few hours, but by the time the Church bell
rang they were hidden again. I preached in
The highlight of the year is the annual opportunity in working with the girls here the morning service and following our
camp, when the entire group spends three on the station. Will you pray that we may noon meal left by cycle in the direction of
days and two nights camping out on the be able to guide them aright in matters con- the hidden mountains to the North, but my
veldt. The annual camp was held this year cerning them?
destination took me only about four miles
from September 11-13. The girls also had
Gladys B. Sider
northward to the home of an Indian Christheir camp at this time accompanied by
Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia
tian family. They gave me a most outSisters Kreider and Engle, but it is the boys'
standing welcome and after having precamp that I shall tell about.
pared bread and fish and tea for me we
MACHA MISSION
sat down together upon a mat and sang
On Saturday morning the boys gathered
"Could you come to our village—my fath- God's praises and read His word and fellowtheir baggage and cooking utensils as well
as food and loaded it all on a large wagon er is very ill?" This was the message to shiped in prayer and a message. The most
drawn by about eight oxen. They then arm- Sr. Moyer, just as we had finished our din- humble home is precious when Jesus is
ed with knobberries started out on foot foT ner. Sr. Moyer, accompanied by Sr. Hunt there.
the camp site about six miles away hoping and myself, took the rugged, winding path
Taking a riath across the field and followto catch som« game as they are very fond to the village, about one-half mile from the ing a winding road I finally arrived at
Mission. As we entered the village, a rather Dumeria Kothi. Every Sunday afternoon we
of meat.
impressive scene met our eyes, for there find our way to this home to have a service.
Some time later two of the teachers and under the eaves of the verandah, on the The chairs and tables were ready and after
I left by motor-car for the camp. When we ground, lay Mizinga, with his faithful wife, a cup of tea out under the spreading branches
arrived, the wagon had already reached seated by his side. He was not aware of our of a lovely tree our service began. Somethere, but the boys arrived a bit later with being there until he heard our voices. Then times we are five and again we are four
only one rabbit as a result of their hunting. he sat up and told Sr. Moyer how he was and again we are seven and around ChristSome time was spent in preparing the feeling. As we listened to him speaking in mas time we have numbered as high as
camp site for sleeping and gathering wood a rather weak voice, how unlike Mizinga twenty-five. God has answered many prayfor the cooking as well as preparing the it was, for usually he is energetic, both in ers through the years for the Anglo-Indian
meal. The boys did very nice work at pre- speech and in actions. Medicine was given, work at Dumeria and is continuing to do so.
paring sleeping quarters from branches of after which little children, his wife and
Two trees have been purchased. We send
trees and grass. During Saturday afternoon daughter, the grandmother, and we mission- men
to cut them and have them hauled
the boys had a contest in identifying trees aries gathered about for prayer. Even in to off
be worked up into small pieces for our
to see which group could bring in the high- amidst sickness, there was a peaceful calm, cook stove.
arrives from Amerest number. I believe something over sixty for one could feel that God w?s tenderly ica and it is Aa package
real joy to discover the conwatching over this humble servant of His.
was the record.
tents. The work for the week is lined up and
On Saturday evening the boys presented
Words of encouragement were spoken to plans are laid in order for a few days to be
a program consisting largely of songs in him, and we shall not soon forget his tri- spent out on tour.
which two groups were competing against umphant expression as he said, "I trust
Tuesday morning taking the cycle with a
each other.
in Him." How different from the attitude heavy bed roll, clothes and food tied on and
Sunday was our big day. In the morning we find among some of these people in sim- a water jug I started out for Murliganj some
after breakfast some of the boys went to ilar circumstances. First they must try to thirty-five miles away. Not having made the
the nearby villages to invite the people to find the source of the evil spirit which has trip before it was a matter of following the
the mid-day service. We had Sunday School caused the illness, and then measures must right general direction and asking along the
and also a preaching service at which a be taken to drive the spirit away. We re- road. After three hours I became pretty
number of village people were present as joiced as we looked upon this jewel and saw hungry and having found a nice green spot
visitors. We trust that the seed sown may his faith in God. A perfect example of the under some shade trees I opened a tin of
bring forth fruit to eternal life.
power of the Gospel!
soup and heated it on my pocket stove. Two
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In The Homeland
more hours found me rather exhausted so
this time it was half an hour rest on the
ground by the side of the path. Seven hours
brought me into Murliganj having taken off
my shoes six times, putting the cycle on
my shoulder and wading across streams. Upon arrival I went direct to the railway station to see some Barjora folk who had arrived by ox-cart from Madhipura around
noon. They were on their way to Patna to
the Duchess of Teck. Hospital.
Early Wednesday morning it was a train
ride to Purnea to buy paint and a tire tube
and tin canned foods and medicines for the
Dispensary. Late Wednesday night found
me again in Murliganj. The Mission owns
some land in Murliganj and the farmer who
is on the land very kindly consented to give
me a place to sleep and prepared my evening meals. The meals were first class Indian
food which I enjoyed to the fullest, but what
can I say about the bed? It was a wooden
bed, just plain boards and that was alright
if there hadn't been so many animals in the
cracks of the boards. The bed bugs were
so bad that I found sleeping on two sacks
of coal which we had purchased in Murliganj
much more to my liking. The coal was
loaded on the ox-cart and I put my blanket
upon the coal and curled up under a beautiful moonlight sky to get a few hours rest.
The next morning took me five miles out
into the country to a village called Durkhola. Yes, a Santal village. The preachers
were there on a special tour and it was my
privilege to visit them and the people who
were definitely wanting to follow Christ. In
this village one young man and two families want to follow Christ. The one young
man gave a clear testimony of being saved
and he wants to be baptized. His wife,
however, is not a Christian and her parents
are very much opposed. The young man is
very promising and we pray that his wife
may soon give her heart to Christ regardless of the opposition. In the evening we
had lantern slide pictures of the Life of
Christ and the people listened to the messages with keen interest. May God stir our
hearts to a greater sense of responsibility
in getting the message to the people who
know not our Saviour throughout this great
land and other lands.
Murliganj to Madhipura was nearly impossible. Water to cross and mud holes to
go through. Eight or nine times in fifteen
miles off came my shoes and up went the
heavy loaded cycle to my shoulder. If there
should be any prospective foreign missionaries reading this article please keep in
mind that the half is not written in the
books on Missions and you will never know
until you get in the midst of the work, but if
God's call is upon your heart you will like
it in spite of all the difficulties.
Saturday morning bright and early I left
for Barjora. Barjora is located a long long
way from any railway station. It is right
in the midst of a farming area. It is about
as isolated as you want, but it surely looked
good to me after four hours of hard neddling
over muddy roads and paths and three rivers.
William R. Hoke
Bajora Mission
Bhagalpur, India

Hummelstown, Pa.
A revival meeting opened in the Brethren
in Christ Church at Hummelstown on the
evening of September 19, and continued for
three weeks, with Bishop Luke Keefer as
evangelist. We had a real outpouring of the
spirit, with quite a number at the altar
who claimed victory.
The messages came with power filled with
inspiration, yet there were those who left
this opportunity pass by. May God bless
our dear brother as he goes to other fields
of labor.
Clayton M. Engle
North Star, Meath Park, Saskatchewan
This has been a most unusual fall. Very
dry weather has prevailed, and has resulted
in many having to haul water. Three small
plots at the mission were plowed during the
last week of October, and to date there are
several neighbors who are working on the
ground and mild weather is still with us.
We have taken advantage of the fine
weather to do some improving around the
mission property. One building has been
painted and looks very nice in its red coat
and white trim. Some building repairs have
been made, with still more to follow.
The new team that has been purchased
has proved to be very satisfactory in every
respect.
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This means traveling as much as thirty-five
miles every Sunday afternoon and evening,
and later on will perhaps mean that we will
have to use two teams an afternoon to get
around.
We do enjoy lots to do, but we are getting eager to see the Lord raise up helpers
who can assist in the burden. The last Sunday of October the writer conducted four
meetings.
Many times things turn up that could
discourage us and it is during those times
that the Lord seems to prepare something to
encourage us. We have been blessed as we
contact some of the converts and hear their
testimonies. Then in addition one evening
our home was the scene of a gathering of
^some of the community people. It made us
rejoice to hear a few tell for the first time
in such a meeting their gratefulness to God
for the past years' blessings. Some provisions and vegetables were given to us by
the people of the district; a few gave who
could not get to the meeting. We were
touched by some of the vocal bouquets that
were given to us, and we hope that you will
join with us in praying that we will be a
greater blessing in the future than we have
in the past. The fact that our young men
are being lured by the enticements of Satan
bring us much pain and alarm. They need
the Lord so badly, but they insist in shutting
God out of their life.
The mission extends congratulations to
two of our good friends; Mr. and Sr. T. L.
Davidson, on the arrival of a dear baby boy,
who came to their home on the morning of
October 20. Sr. Davidson is a very faithful
and loyal Christian and a member of the
church. She is a trained nurse as well. William Lloyd, is their fourth child, and second
son.
May we ask you who read this report to
breathe a prayer to the Heavenly Father
in behalf of the needs of North Star Mission,
both spiritual and temporal? We are in
difficult days, but lately we have thought of
the truth that we are serving One Who is
willing and able to supply every need. Help
us pray for the salvation of our neighbors
and young people.
The Brechbills

Car and trailer used to haul D. V. B. S.
pupils at North Star. Mission Home seen in

background.

The grain harvest of the mission was not
as good as we had hoped for; still it was
much better than a year ago. This year is
also different in that there is plenty of
rough feed in this section, and we have been
given straw by one neighbor, and others
offered us straw. This should result in lower feed costs this year than last, yet we shall
have to purchase quantities of grain.
In our schedule of services, there have
been some changes here too. Being short
of help, the change will place even heavier
pressure on the workers, but we feel like
we must take advantage of every opening
and must not give the devil any room for
the spread of false doctrine. The new schedule places Pine Valley with Howard Creek;
that is, a service each Sunday. The time
for the Pine Valley service has been changed
from three to two o'clock, P. M. which in
itself will rush us when the team will be
our transportation. Melba will be on every
other Sunday as before, except that services
there will be in the evening rather than in
the afternoon. Paddockwood will be added,
the time being every other Sunday evening.

Upland, California
Baptismal service, November 7. After a
sermon on "baptism" by Bro. Stump, our
pastor, and a short talk on church vows by
our Bishop, Jesse Lady, twelve candidates
from the Upland congregation took their
vows of fidelity to the church and were baptized in the afternoon. Our hearts were inspired and, as someone expressed in a testimony service on Sunday night, "it gives
faith and courage to keep on praying and believing God for other souls."
Four of the group are students at Beulah
College. Peter Willms came to California
over a year ago from Ontario, Canada,
where he had attended Ontario Bible School.
The conviction he received there has deepened and he was a Brethren in Christ in heart
before he took the vows of church membership and was baptized. Robert Georgaides
came from Chicago, 111., where he attended
the Brethren in Christ Mission. Gladys Gish
and Arlene Wingerd, also students, and their
parents have lived here in Upland for several years.
Ruth Byer, Patricia and Curtis Nisslev
and Robert Markley are now junior members
of our congregation. Robert's parents, Dean
(Continued on page fifteen)
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Prayer and Revivals
H. Robb French.
UST as there are spurious professions of
religion, there are spurious revivals.
There is evidently no other explanation of
certain so-called revivals that bear astonishing marks of a genuine work of the Spirit
and yet are brought about by unholy means
and unscriptural methods. A certain evangelist who had been "unusually successful"
in conducting "great revivals" landed in
the penitentiary for crimes he was committing during those "successful meetings."
It is not our purpose to dwell upon this
perplexing question but suffice it to say the
devil does not seriously oppose our efforts,
however religious they may be, as long as
they do not encroach upon his territory or
threaten his authority.
A young preacher, formally associated
with a light and chaffy group, raised the
question, "How is it we used to laugh,
joke, eat sandwiches and ice cream and
then hurry into service and line the altar;
now we fast, pray and agonize only to
reach a few now and then? ' Perhaps the
answer is that true revivals that dislodge
Satan from his dominion are not likely to
spring up like mushrooms but are born
like children are born. Out of the intercessory prayer and soul agony, comes the
birth of a great spiritual awakening.

J

Elijah was in a fierce conflict with a
wicked king, the prophets of Baal and a
backslidden people. "He prayed earnestly
that it might not rain and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and
six months." Once more the prophet prayed and fire from heaven fell convincing
Israel that his God was the true God. Still
again Elijah, prayed with his face between
his knees and the heavens gave abundance
of rain. Using the mighty weapon of prevailing prayer which God has placed at the
disposal of every true saint, Elijah fought
a hard but decisive battle.
David Brainerd had an unlikely field in
which to labor. The Indians densely illiterate, superstitious and slow to comprehend and act, presented all but an impossible field for the spread of the gospel
were it not for the mighty secret weapon
which Brainerd used. He says, "From the
sun half-hour high until near dark I was
in an agony of soul." His clothes were
wet as if dipped in water. For long months
he was thus frequently engaged in that
lonely cabin in the wilderness until a
mighty revival spread like a forest fire
from village to village and from tribe to
tribe. Indeed! It must have been quite
different from the "Everybody Happy, say
Amen," type of modern revivals.
Four young men prevailed with God for
a revival in Ireland about the middle of

<*

the nineteenth century and the convicting
power of the Holy Ghost so settled down
upon the people that factories were closed
clown and at least one secular school was
turned into a revival center.
In Utica, N. Y. a woman prayed almost
incessantly for two days and nights and
when her own strength was exhausted others joined her sharing the burden of prayer. No wonder it was there that Finney
conducted one of the outstanding revivals'
of his fruitful ministry. Again and again
Mr. Finney emphasizes the fact that a great
spirit of prayer preceded and accompanied
those gracious revivals. He says of himself,
"Unless I had the spirit of prayer I could
do nothing. If even for a day or hour I
lost the spirit of grace and supplication,
I found myself unable to preach with power or efficiency, or to win souls by persona)
conversation."

Prayer
Prayer is the open door by which the
individual or the church may pass from
weakness to strength, from struggle to everlasting victory.
Prayer is the child taking hold of the
hand of its Father for strength and guidance.
Prayer is inspiration climbing the ladder
of promise to lay hold on Divine realities.
Prayer is the believer's outstretched hand
and upward vision seeking all the fulness
of God.
Prayer is the Divine wand by which we
transmute life's trials and temptations and
drudgeries into the gold of character.
—Wesleyan

Methodist.

In that familiar little book entitled,
"Praying Hyde" the writer says: "Three
men praised God for a mighty outpouring
of His power! Three human hearts that
beat as one, and that One, the heart of
Christ yearning, pleading, crying, and
agonizing over the church of India and the
myriads of lost souls." Do you say: "What
a price to p a y ! " Then I point you to scores
and hundreds of workers quickened and
fitted for the service of Christ; I point you
to literally thousands prayed into the kingdom and I say unto you, "Behold, the purchase of such a price!"
This, to be sure, is the slow, the hard,
the costly way to bring a true revival, but
dare we accept anything less than the genuine. Too often the modern way is to
glamorize the evangelist, the singer, the

human instrument while Christ occupies a
place of lesser importance. There is a growing tendency to substitute program for
prayer; personality for power; Hollywood
dramatics for Holy Ghost dynamics; the
spectacular for the supernatural.
Henry Moorehouse, the boy preacher,
that D. L. Moody delighted to hear, tells
how on a certain occasion there was no
revival. Day and night he was on his knees
searching his heart and crying out, "Oh,
God, why is there no revival?" One day as
he was walking along the street the Holy
Ghost called his attention to a large placard announcing "Harry Moorehouse, the
most famous of all British preachers." "No
wonder the Holy Spirit cannot work," said
he. "He is grieved and quenched because
we haven't magnified the Lord Jesus
Christ."
James Stewart, leader of the European
Evangelistic Crusade, declares, "There is a
real danger of preaching a popular Jesus.'
A. J. Gordon also warns, "The tendency of
our times is to multiply the attractions of
Christianity." James Stewart further declares "We are not saved to have a jolly
good time, we are saved to sacrifice, to
suffer and to serve."
0 that a mighty spirit of prevailing
prayer would come upon us until we would
storm the gates of heaven with a surging
volume of earnest, believing prayer for a
revival — a revival that will arrest the
spread of atheism and false religion; that
will bring professors of religion back from
formality and worldliness to the fervency
of first love; that will cause our sons and
daughters who have been caught in the mad
whirl of sinful pleasure to prophesy once
again: a revival that will put a stop to the
ominous spread of juvenile delinquency;
that will draw people away from the overcrowded gambling dens and drinking joints
to fill the empty seats in our churches; that
will build the fire on the family altar once
more and make the home the sacred place
it should be. Let us pray for a revival that
will cause church members to quit fussing
and go to loving one another; that will
drive out that coveteous, grasping spirit
and fill our hearts with a burning passion
for lost souls.—Wesleyan Methodist.

If you want a full head and heart, don't
seek for a full stomach.
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An Answer to Prayer
The name of God has been carefully
avoided in all official deliberations of the
United Nations. None of its sessions are
opened with prayer, for fear of offending
the Communists, and none of its important
undertakings have succeeded. A newspaperman, writing his report from the U. N.
headquarters at Lake Success, N. Y., said
that his heart did a somersault every time
he wrote the dateline for he had nothing to
report to his paper but one failure after
another!
The only notable success has been its intervention in the Palestine issue, and it is
noteworthy that its emissary, Count Folke
Bernadott, attributes his success at obtaining a truce to God's help. It is reported in
Our Hope that before he left Stockholm,
his 88-year-old father gave him a copy of
the Bible to carry with him, and that thousands of Swedish people were praying for
his success. "Without God's help," he declared later, "I would have failed." On
July 18, when leaving New York, he broadcast a special message to thank the Christians of America for their prayers and to
request their continued intercession in behalf of his work. "I know and am one
hundred per cent sure that if we—I do not
say 'I'—accomplish something, it must be
with the help of God."
—Pentecostal

Evangel.

Family Altars
(Continued from page eight)
work in this intensely satanically charged
world atmosphere six days a week and expect to go to church next Sunday spiritual.
Like cause—like effect. Live and work in
the world all week and when Sunday comes
we are so in the grip of the world and its
spirit that we don't go to church at all, or
if we do, we are not in the frame of mind
to worship.
Family altar during the week is the preparation for real, vital, dynamic and Scriptural worship on Sunday. In olden days.
most Christians had a family altar. Consequently, when these spiritual, powercharged saints came together in church, it
was adding power to power, with the result
that revivals broke out, souls were saved
and the Holy Spirit was mightily present
to bless and do His office work. Today the
church is like a hospital. Then it was like
an arsenal. The difference—Family Altars!
In all forms of religious training the
primary problem—so deeply sensed by all
in religious work—is what we term "the
follow up." The pastor, Sunday school
teacher or child evangelist is seeking "a
follow u p " to their labors. The only adequate "follow u p " is the Family Altar. If

V I S I T O R

daily home worship, prayer and Bible instruction are not faithfully practised and
honored, there is no adequate and sufficient
"follow u p " for the good work of the
church. Without this daily "follow u p " the
good seed of the Word is quickly lost in the
pleasures, cares and frustrations of this
life. Without the divinely ordered "follow
u p " of the daily altar in the home, results
will be surfaced, not lasting and compromised by the ever-increasing pressure of
this world.
Yes, before the world can be awakened—
the church must be revived. But before the
church can be revived the home must be
revived. And the home will never be revived until the family altar is restored. Oh!
ye Christians, our hearts are open unto you.
Will you not join us in this crusade to
bring the homes of America back to God's
order, back to the Family Altar?
Evangelical

Christian.

In The Homeland
(Continued from page thirteen)
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Misses Martm and Winger sailed from
New York on the Uruguay, October 22, at
5:00 P.M. About forty friends and relatives
from Grantham, EHzabethtown and eastern
Pennsylvania were present at the sailing. A
short service was held on the boat outside
their cabin.
The Grantham congregation witnessed the
ordination of Bro. and Sr. Chester Wingert
to the ministry and mission field on Sunday
morning, November 14. Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr. gave an impressive sermon on
"Open Secrets of Ministerial Success " There
were relatives and friends in the audience
from other congregations. These missionaries have been active in church work at
Grantham for several years. We will miss
them as friends and Christian workers, but
we are glad to snare them to witness to the
lost of the earth. We pray God's richest
blessings on their services in Africa.
In the evening of November 14 our comfnunion service was held. God's presence
and blessing was again with us as we partook of the Holy Sacraments which reminded
us again of the great love of our Redeemer.
Recently the ladies of Grantham volunteered their time two afternoons and came
to the home of Mrs. C. N. Hostetter, Jr. to
do sewing for relief. Mrs. Hostetter has
been a faithful worker in this project.
N. T. B.

and Mildred Markley joined the rest in
church vows and baptism. Harold and Elva
Musser completed the group from Upland.
In order that the Pasadena congregation
could participate in this sacred service, the
baptizing was done in the afternoon. These
from the Pasadena group took their vows
and were baptized: Esther Buckwalter,
daughter of Amos and Alice Buckwalter,
who is assistant pastor at Pasadena; Gene
Kaufman, son of Bro. and Sr. John Kaufman, deacon of that congregation; Mary
Ellen, Allen, Orren and Gerald Book, children of Chester and Eva Book; and George
Huff, a man 81 years of age.
Dedication Service: Seven babies were
brought to the altar on Sunday morning,
November 14, and were publicly dedicated
to the Lord as the following- parents promised to direct them in the ways of the Lord. Chicago Mission, Chicago, HI.
Glen and Isabel 'Franklin, Willard and Violet
(Second and Third Quarter, 1948)
Heise, Paul and Evelyn Musser, Evan and
As we look back over the past several
Esther Bohen, Millard and Rhoda Herr,
Glenn and Ilona Hensel, and Levi and Maxine months we are impressed with the truth
Strubhar. They have a responsibility to the that, "lovingkindness and tender mercy,"
Lord for the rearing of these precious chil- God's two watch dogs as they have been
dren, and the church is responsible to help called, have been with the Mission family
these parents in their spiritual task. God and congregation. To know the Lord is to
love Him. People who do not love God do
has sufficient grace for all.
not know Him. We count it a joy to proHelen L. Bowers
claim this wonderful love to all men, regardless of race, creed or color.
Grantham District, Pa.
Visitors have been many during the sumOn Sunday, October 17 a farewell servir*.
was conducted for Misses Dorothy Martin mer. Among them the following were
and Beth Winger in the College Auditorium guests in the home and spoke in our servat Grantham. Plans had been made to have ices. Rev. Ray Smee of Okla.; H. G. Bruthe farewell service as a part of the College baker, Upland, Calif.; H. W. Buckwalter,
Homecoming, November 7. These plans were San Francisco; Arthur Mussers, Buffalo;
changed because passage was secured at an Bro. and Sr. Kauffman, Victorville, Calif,
earlier date than was expected. Both of with their son and daughter Virginia who is
these missionaries are graduates of Messiah preparing herself for medical missionary
College and spent several years on the service; and Glendon Snider and family. It
teaching staff where their services were was so nice to have Sr. Ruth Hunsberger,
our former worker, with her brother Henry
much appreciated.
and cousins over a week-end. Sr. Ruth is
The farewell service was in charge of not with us this year because of the illness
Bishon J. Lester Myers. Both Miss Martin of her father. There was also Eld. Erwin
and Miss Winger stirred our hearts with Thomas of Nappanee; Col. Habkirk, prison
their messages. We believe the challenges secretary of the Salvation Army, who spoke
brought forth will have a lasting effect on
those present.
(Continued on page seventeen)
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Observe These Things
Omar G. Worman
"Whoso is wise, and will observe these
things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." (Psalms 107:43.)
HE theme of this Psalm is God's goodness in delivering the afflicted of
various classes. The psalmist exhorteth the
redeemed, in praising God, to observe His
manifold providence toward travelers, seamen and others—over captives, over sick
men and in divers varieties of life.
For the real essence of the title read this
entire Psalm slowly, carefully, prayerfully:
you will see exactly that God is conveying
to your mind the words of this text: "Observe These Things/' We are in a world of
wickedness where compromise is prevalent.
Men are prone to follow their own inventions rather than the revealed will of God.
Time and again God called to His people
the folly of sin. It is said Jehovah is unchangeable, and when the word hath gone
out of His mouth it standeth forever. Heaven and earth may pass away but his word
will never pass away.
"Who can utter the mighty acts of the
Lord? Who can show forth all his praise?"
Psalm 106:2. "He hath remembered his
covenant forever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations." Psalm
105:8. "Therefore was the wrath of the
Lord kindled against his people, insomuch
that he abhorred his own inheritance."
Psalm 106:40. Observe these things. Whatever may be the state of the wicked, it will
be well with those who fear the Lord and
delight themselves in his commandments.
"Yea, they despised the pleasant land
(Marg Heb, a land of desire) ; they believed
not his word." Psalm 106:24. God had
told them in his word Deut 8:7, "For the
Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys
and hills." Read the remaining verses of
this chapter from your Bible. Observe these
things. "But they murmured in their tents
and hearkened not unto the voice of the
Lord. Therefore he lifted up his hand
against them, to overthrow them in the
wilderness: To overthow their seed (Heb.
make them fall) also among the nations,
and to scatter them in the lands." Psalm
106:25-27. Observe these things. They despised the pleasant land upon the return of
the spies. See Num. 14:15. They also
joined themselves unto Baal-peor; who was
one of the idol-gods of Moab and also ate
the sacrifices of the dead; in other words
the dead means dead idols as opposed to
the living God. See the narrative, recorded
in Num. 25:3. "Yea, they sacrificed their
sons and their daughters unto devils."

T
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™Hw,

Psalm 106:37. Yes, devils, demons, "unclean spirits," such as the idols of the
heathen represented. I Cor. 10:20. "Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy
daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me,
and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to
be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a
small matter." Ezek. 16:20.
Yes Satan always gets mankind in trouble if possible with all this. Nevertheless,"
God regarded their affliction when he heard
their cry. Psalm 106:44. Some one has
said, "This sad extremity of fallen mansoul is accepted as God's glorious opportunity. This is one of the many lessons in
life that we should observe and think
about.
Sin does not pay and under the similitude of a wretched infant is shown the.
natural state of Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16:3.
"And say, Thus saith the Lord God unto
Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity
(Heb. cutting out or habitation) is of the
land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite,
and thy mother a Hittite. What does this
mean? Observe these things. The comment from the A. T. S. is this, Thy birth
and thy nativity are of the land of Canaan;
the Jews gloried in their descent from Abraham ; but their history proved them to have
been from the beginning Canannites in
character. Thy father was an Amorite, and
thy mother a Hittite; Jerusalem is described
as a Canannite on the side of both parents;
that is, of unmixed Canannitish descent.
The Canannitish tribes are chosen to represent her origin, because these were the
vilest of the heathen and devoted by God
lo destruction. The great truth which this

Smile When You Say It
Mavis

King

One Sunday evening, David Livingstone
sat in the Aberdeen Music Hall listening to
a service prepared by a deputation from
the London Missionary Society. When the
service was over, Livingstone looked wistfully after the team as they filed out the
door.
The look on his face so attracted the attention of a congregational minister who
was standing nearby, that he stepped quietly to the boy's side and with a smile asked,
"My boy, would you like to be a missionary?"
Livingstone later said that it was that
smile, questioning and tender, which led
him to make his final decision to serve his
Savior as a foreign missionary.
—Selected.

allegory teaches is that no human descent
can give holiness of heart and a title to
God's favor.
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh."
John 1:13; 3:6. Is it any wonder Christ
teacheth Nicodemus the necessity of regeneration, of faith in his death. This is the
great love of God towards the world and
condemnation for unbelief. Jesus said unto
Nicodemus, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, (Marg. or
from above) he cannot see the kingdom of
God," "born not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God." "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature." "And you
hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins." "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost." "Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures." "Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth forever." "If ye know
that he is righteous, ye know that every
one that doeth righteousness is born of
him." "Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in
him: and he cannot sin because he is born
of God." Even in this our day we need to
take advantage of the opportunities that
are ours to steer clear from sin; that we
honour God, Christ, the Holy Spirit; and
that we stand four square on the word of
God and in the evangelical and fundamental principles of the word of God.
Let us observe these things. "Wherefore
the rather brethren, give diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall: For
so an entrance shall be ministered unto
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
"Wherefore I will not be negligent to put
you always in remembrance of these things
though ye know them, and established in
the present truth." II Pet. 1:10-12. Walk
and observe the path of true holiness in
God's word and you will have peace, joy,
love in the Holy Ghost. God in His word
has a lesson for us all down through the
ages. Let us observe these things. Amen.
—Hatfield, Pa.
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of his experiences of many years of service
among the boys behind the bars; and we appreciated having Bro. Eilo Sisco and family
from Michigan on the occasion of the marriage of his daughter Florence to our
nephew Dave Carlson. This newly married
couple are a real blessing to the work in
Sunday School and young people's activities.
Sr, Graybill Wolgemuth while attending
Chicago Evangelistic Institute has been worshiping with us. Mrs. Cheng, wife of the
former mayor of Shanghai, who was compelled to leave her home because of Christ
brought a very inspiring message.
Missionaries who spoke to us were Bro.
and Sr. Walter Winger and Sr. Edna Lehman of Africa. Sr. Beth Winger gave a
farewell message and brought a challenge
to our young people.
Summer Bible School was held in July for
two weeks with an enrollment of 75. Some
new homes were contacted and a number of
these children knelt at an altar of prayer.
Sr. Edith Yoder of New Paris, Indiana, gave
excellent help at this time. Angelo said
"children are like wax to receive and marble
to retain" and we believe God's word in
these lives will not return void.
Week Day Bible School was resumed October 5, meeting each Wednesday after
school; attendance is about 50. The only
Christian contact many of these -children
have is in this class. Pray that we may
bring them to Christ.
Catholicism surrounds us. A month ago
a young woman, about 25 years of age, a
former Catholic, spoke to our Sunday School.
She attended our Sunday School ten years
ago. Finally she was forbidden to come by
her father, but secretly came to the young
people's meetings in the evening. She was
given a Testament, took it home and the
reading of the same resulted in four members of her family becoming Christians. She
is now active in Christian work in the rural
areas of the Northwest. Her brother John
Wood while attending Bible School in our
city, teaches a class of boys here each Sunday. We desire tact and wisdom as we deal
with those of this faith. Catholicism does
not discourage but challenges us. God's
word is quick and powerful when planted in
the memory of youth.
Open air meetings were held during the
summer. Many tracts were distributed. A
number of strangers came as a result of
this witness.
Our Public Address system with three
speakers sending forth the gospel message
in song in all directions has brought many
comments of appreciation from those in the
neighborhood. It can be heard for blocks
around us and will be used during the winter
months. We believe this method is making
a definite impact on the lives and homes
around us.
During the past six months four families
always regular in attendance have moved
away. We are happy to say three of these
families are in other congregations in our
church. Nappanee, Indiana, Upland, Calif,
where George and Robert Georgiades are attending Beulah College. Don and Ruth
Freed, filled a big place in our young people's work and Sunday School and now worship at Grantham. The absence of these
members make a real gap in our congregation, but God has been bringing in others,
whom we pray will also become helpers.
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Prayer
One great blessing of prayer that we
need to remember is that it steadies the soul
of the one who prays. There come times
in most lives when circumstances are too
much for us, and panic reaches with icy
fingers into our hearts. What we need in
such an hour is not. as well-meaning friends
may advise, to "keep the chin u p " ; not an
attitude of desperate stoicism; but to follow the example of the psalmist as he exclaims, "What time I am afraid, I will trust
in thee." The circumstances that are so disheartening to us are not baffling to God. He
can control them and, if we will trust Him,
will help us to meet them unafraid. In that
trust, that through prayer may be ours, we
find the assurance which gives us that
calmness of soul that banishes fear.

and weigh the nations as dust in the balance
and fill the earth with His glory; but He
has so arranged things that He needs our
help in the salvation of a lost world, in comforting a broken heart, in making the desert
place blossom as the rose for those out of
whose lives the light has gone and into
whose lives the night has come. Let us help
God with His work."
SIX MONTHS FINANCIAL ENDING
SEPTEMBER 30, 1948
Receipts

Balance on hand April 1
$ 6.39
April:
Keuben
Tyson,
Thomson,
111
5.00
—Christian Observer and Herald of Hol- A. T. Miller, Pasadena, Calif
1.00
Central
Church,
Chicago
17.00
iness.
George Georgiades, Calif
6.50
Bethel S. S., Kansas
7.31
May:
O.
U.
Herr,
Clayton,
Ohio
5.00
Sr. Margaret Friesen returned in July to J. F. Lady, Upland, Cal
3.50
her home in Oklahoma. We appreciated her S. F. Wolgemuth, Pa
5.00
6.00
faithful service among the young people and Mrs. Sullivan, Chicago
Tithing from a Friend
11.00
Sunday School very much. Sr. Anne Wyld E.
Frysinger, San Francisco
2.00
from Des Moines came in July and after be- In His Name (for lights)
10.00
ing a real blessing left on October 1 for June:
Friend, for fuel
25.00
Buffalo Mission. Sr. Esther Kanode from A
W. Reighard, Elizabethtown, Pa
5.00
Everett, Pa. came in August and supple- Imogene Snider, Okla
2.00
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Heisey, Gormley, Ont. 5.00
ments our staff as a regular worker.
Lewis Winger, Ridgeway, Ont
5.00
5.00
Revival services were held in October with H. G. Brubaker, Upland, Cal
4-00
Eld. John Rosenberry as evangelist. At- Hazel Blosser, Calif
from a Friend
5.00
tendance and interest were good. One out- JTithing
uly:
standing conversion was that of a woman Rev. H. D. Dick, Maywood, 111
5.00
2.00
whose children had been coming, but we had Martha Sentz, Mt. Joy, Pa
Earl Musser, Mt. Joy, Pa
10.00
failed to interest her. Finally one night she A
Friend, Okla
2.00
came, testifying that she had become so / n n a Mary Royer, Iowa
1.00
miserable she had given herself to God in August:
Mr.
and
Mrs.
J.
B.
Kauffman,
Victorher home. She had been a backslider, but
ville, Calif
25.00
the Lord saved and sanctified her soul. Her Glendon
Snider and family, Ohio
10.00
testimonies are a constant inspiration and September:
Frieda Clouse, Nappanee, Ind
;
5.00
encourage us to never give up.
Chapel Offerings
805.70

It was the privilege of myself and wife
and son Bert to spend several weeks in
meetings at Llewellyn, Pa. in a coal mining
region where sin is just as grievous and
people as wicked as in a large city. We appreciated the fellowship with Bro. and Sr.
Cyrus Landis in their difficult field. We
spent one day at Roxbury Camp, coming on
to the young married people's conference
at the Ohio Camp Ground.
The health of our mission family has been
good with the exception of Sr. Carlson, who
has been ill and for whom we would ask
prayers. Our financial report shows heavy
expenses. Living costs are high, as well as
the expense of upkeep of the mission building. Last year fuel cost $600, one third
more than the previous year. This is not a
small matter of concern to us, where we do
not have many heads of families to help
share expenses. Any gifts toward this big
item of expense will be greatly appreciated.
We have this confidence the Lord will see
us through and we trust Him.
We take this opportunity again to thank
all who have stood by His work with their
means and prayers. "The battle is not ours
but God's." Let us "pray one for another."
"God can grow trees, and lift mountains,
and fill space with singing stars, and people the earth with bright-eyed babies, and
stretch the seas from continent to continent

Total Receipts

.-

SI,007.40

Expenditures
Electricity
Gas
Phone
Transportation
Repairs, Hardware and Paint
Furnace Repairs, Radiator
Labor
Speakers
Postage
Fuel
Miscellaneous
Provisions, Canning and Table, etc

$ 52.71
9.70
34.78
74.80
106.51
70.07
21.32
77.00
8.75
112.58
20.00
409.10

Total Expenditures
Balance

$997.32
$ 10.08
$1,007.40
We wish to acknowledge with thanks gifts of
provisions from the following friends: Bro.
Benjamin L. Musser, Shippensburg, Pa.: Paul
Bert, Newburg, Pa.; Samuel and Ezra Bert,
Shippensburg, Pa.; Bro. Mark Winger, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Bishop Henry Schneider. Merrill,
Mich.; Rev. Cober and Mt. Carmel Home, Morrison, 111.. Sr. Katie Bollinger, Morrison, 111.:
Pro. and Sr. Clarence Gramm, Morrison, 111.; Roy
and Ruth Miiler, Charles and Helen Collins.
Nappanee, Ind.. Bro. and Sr. Glendon Snider,
Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hess, Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.; George Diehl,
Avilla, Ind.; Archie Fike, Garrett. Ind.; Bro.
.•ind Sr. Ralph Hoke. Avilla, Ind.: Bro. and Sr.
Oscar Stump, Garrett, Ind. May God bless and
reward each one.

Carl J. Carlson and Workers
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We Need To Read the Bible

God's Busy Men

Cornerstone of Our America
Two psychology instructors at the University of Denver made a study of the religious attitudes of the 9000 students. They
reported one-third of the students do not
pray, attend church, or "feel the nearnesj
of Deity." They discovered two-thirds of
the students do not read the Bible . . .
This could be the most significant news
story ever published in America, because
America was built by Bible-reading people.
It should, therefore, evoke in us some
questioning concern, that in a fairly good
cross-section of our young people twothirds do not read the Bible and presumably haven't the faintest idea what is in it.
Almost the entire western moral order
is in it. Moreover, this moral order is set
forth simply, so that a child can understand it, and with incredible detail, applicable to everything you do. You cannot
drive down a street where others are driving, take a drink, walk a picket line or behold one ponder the Berlin impasse or
stand guard in Tokyo, be just or unjust,
faithful or unfaithful, merciful or merciless—none of this can you do without encountering the Biblical code. How did this
come about?

This alone is ample reason why we
should be interested in the Bible as a story
unexampled in all history, and why we
should read it, and know what's in it. For
if you see something you believe in, and
must have or perish, such as western civilization or America, then it would seem up
to you to try to understand how it got
there, why it stands there and doesn't fall
down, what, in a word, is its foundation.
—Buffalo

Evening

News.

Thy Word is a
LAMP

It suffices that almost everything which
has been done by western men since the
fall of Rome has been done in the name
of the Bible, in ostensible accordance with
its moral and theological commands,
though unhappily, as you are quite aware,
not always in the spirit of the Bible, particularly the spirit infused by Jesus of Nazareth . . .
Pioneers Morally

Tough

Our grandfathers who hacked out the
American wilderness, though they had little schooling, could think and express themselves clearly, often with a beautiful simplicity, largely from Bible reading. They
were morally tough, and they got that from
believing what they read in the Bible. Maybe they were a little dour, as their daguerreotypes and letters suggest, but whatever
they were, you and I are here because thev
had a certain oak in their character, and
this oak was hewn from the precepts of the
Bible.

Scripture and history attest the truth
that when God wants a man He calls a
busy one.
Moses was busy with his flocks at Horeb
David was busy caring for his father's
sheep.
Elisha was busy plowing with twelve
yoke of oxen.
Amos was busy following the flock.
Peter and Andrew were busy casting
their net into the sea.
James and John were busy mending their
•net.
Matthew was busy collecting customs.
Saul was busy persecuting the friends of
Jesus.
William Carey was busy making shoes.

1620 and Today
(Concluded from page four)

In Bible s Name
It came about through the insight, the
genius at moral classification, and the fanatical tenacity of a few score Hebrew
teachers scattered over a few hundred
ancient years . . . Then along came Jesus of
Nazareth with even greater insight, genius,
and tenacity, to supplement the Scripture,
recast it, give it universality, robbing it of
its narrower racial and sectarian appeal.

November 25, 1943

Inspiration
When childhood needs a standard
Or youth a beacon light,
When sorrow sighs for comfort
Or weakness longs for might,
Bring forth the Holy Bible—
The Bible! There it stands!
Resolving all life's problems
And meeting its demands.
Though sophistry conceal it,
The Bible! There it stands!
Though Pharisees profane it,
Its influence expands.
It fills the world with fragrance
Whose sweetness never cloys;
It lifts our eyes to heaven,
It heightens human joys.
Despised and torn in pieces,
By infidels descried,
With thunderbolts of hatred
As haughty cynics' pride,—
All these have railed against it
In this and other lands;
Yet dynasties have fallen,
And still the Bible stands.
To Paradise a highway,
The Bible! There it stands!
Its promises unfailing
Nor grievous its commands.
It points man to his Saviour,
The Lover of his soul;
Salvation is its watchword,
Eternity its goal.
—James M. Gray.

Shall we put in all that we have? The
journey before us is long. Let us think
what we must be willing to put on that
ship.
1. We must put all our belongings on
board. We do not stay here. As I write
this there yawns for me a waiting trunk
or two to be filled for our trip to Palestine
in November. The Pilgrims left nothing in
Holland or in England. It was to be "Westward H o " for men, women, and children
and for all their belongings. If anything
valuable was left behind their hearts would
turn, that way toward their valuables. We
are marching on or sailing on to Heavenly
Ground. There should be no worldly desire
or ambition to hold us back. Our thoughts
must be yonder and our sails set to bear
us that way.
2. We must have plenty of food on that
ship. We have it. Man cannot live by bread
alone. The Word of God—Jesus Christ.
"In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God."
3. We must try to have all those whom
we love sail with us. The ship's fare has
been paid. Jesus paid it all. So we go to
Jerusalem to try to get more passengers to
join us for that Heavenly Land.
4. We must be thankful even before we
get there, for we have a sure Pilot and the
ship is sound. The ship must be ballasted
with constant prayer and thanksgiving to
keep it steady. So we give thanks. The
worldling who does not know Jesus Christ
actually has so little to be thankful for
compared to what we have. He may have
wealth — houses and lands, stocks and
bonds, and money in the bank. Yes, of
course he should be thankful—but we have
so much more than he has. "Thanks be
unto God for his unspeakable gift." Having Him we have all things.
—The Sunday School Times.
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The Prayer Meeting A Weekly Thanksgiving
Unique Holiday

By Your Own

No holiday in all our calendar is
comparable to Thanksgiving. There is
no holiday quite like it anywhere. It
celebrates no battle, no fall of a Bastile, no bank or business holiday, the
birthday of no great man, no political
revolution, no church ritual. It is the
great holiday of the common people
who have worked all year and now
thank God for good harvests. Most
holidays are somewhat pagan, and if
traced back are rooted in the dull and
bloody stories of some old war; but
Thanksgiving is the holiday of peace:
the celebration of work and the simple life. You must go back to the old
Greeks for anything to compare with
it—a true folk festival that speaks the
poetry of the turn of the seasons, the
beauty of the harvest, the ripe product
of the year, and the deep, deep connection of all these things with God.

i

i
Adapted from David Grayson.

Thanks to the Lord for sustained interest
in our prayer services. Sometime ago I
asked our people to bring to the next prayer-meeting, a written testimony which they
would be willing to see in print. Nearly all
responded during the following weeks.
Would you like to share them with me?
—Ohmer U. Herr
From an earnest young Christian Freshman who wears her covering to High
School:
"Many, 0 Lord My God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou hast done, and
Thy thoughts which are to usward: they
cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee:
if I would declare and speak of them, they
are more than can be numbered." Psa. 40:5.
"How true this verse is! I have found it
so in my own experience. I thank Him."
—Miriam Mann

Our Hunger Stayed
David Mohler
We eat of meat that is complete that we may live and grow,
And daily sup the pleasant cup where streams of water flow;
'Tis nature's way that every day our wants must be supplied,
For lack of these the spirit leaves and multitudes have died.
But bread alone which is our own, will not sustain our life,
The life that lives, (which Jesus gives) when done with mortal strife;
And waters pure will not assure that we may ever know
Of holy streams beyond our dreams, where living fountains flow.
This bread we break, the Apostle spake, His body signifies,
If we refuse His way to choose the sickened body dies;
And so the wine becomes divine when blessed by God's own Son,
And strength imparts to loyal hearts, until life's race is run.
The food supply that's stored on high is ample for our needs,
For all the earth, by second birth, it nourishes and feeds;
And waters there are free as air and pure as morning dew,
And all who drink need never shrink to tread their journey through.
Our souls are fed on living bread that comes to us from heaven,
'Tis pure and good, a wholesome food, without a trace of leaven;
'Twas brought to earth at Jesus birth and multitudes were fed,
It will sustain us till we gain a place beside our head.
And on the mount there was a fount of living water riven,
It ever flows to him who knows his sin to be forgiven;
And as He spake the bread He brake—the manna for the soul,
And all who heard the living Word were made completely whole.
Then when we tread the streets o'erhead we evermore shall drink
Of fountains pure which will endure, beside the river's brink;
Our meat will be the Lord to see and by His side sit down,
And with the blest forever rest and wear a shining crown.
—Dayton, Ohio.

Proclamation
From a Mother in the sixties, a calm but
steady Christian, who less than a year ago,
suffered the loss of her husband suddenly
by heart attack in church service:
"I am thankful for the Power that saves
and sanctifies, and prepares a soul for
heaven, and that the Lord is no respecter
of persons, or I might never have known
anything of this experience which keeps me
satisfied and trusting in Him, even when
the way seems darkened by clouds of grief
and sorrow; He is able to lift the burden.
Praise His Name!"—Maud M. Free.
From a steady Christian grandfather,
rather recently delivered from the use of
tobacco and received into our church, who
does not hear well, misses much of church
services and seldom testifies verbally, but
writes thus:
"The Lord is my Shepherd" and I shall
praise Him all the days of my life. In fact,
1 have so much to praise Him for, I hardly
know where to begin. Every thing that is
good and perfect is from above and cometh
down from the Father of Lights. I praise
Him for the great love He manifested towards man on Calvary when He prayed to
the Father to forgive those that crucified
Him, for they knew not what they were
doing. Such love is worthy of all the honor
and praise that I can give and more. I
praise' Him for His great and perfect plan
of Salvation, and what it means to me. It
means that after I live and reign with my
Lord and Savior ten thousand years, I will
have no less time than when I first began.
Praise His holy name.
"I think nothing sweeter could happen
to a man, than to be born into a Christian
home, where the Father and Mother are
both lovers of the Lord. I am happy to
think that I can praise the Lord for just
that very thing. I have all honor and respect for my earthly parents because they
accepted Christ as their Savior, and set my
feet on the straight and narrow way. The
Lord has made it easy for me to live a
Christian life. He not only gave me a
Christian home in my boyhood days, but
when I became older, and about ready to
go from the parental roof, the Lord just
opened up the doors of Heaven and gave
to me, one of Heaven's very best saints to
go through life with me, for which I praise
Him. We aim to travel on and be true and
loyal to Him until we cross the river or
meet Him in the air. Praise His Name!"
Elwood

Noland

(To be continued)
(Fairview Congregation, Ohio)
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News Gleanings
Release Time Classes Resumed
The International Council of Religious
Education reveals, as the result of a survey,
that release-time classes have been resumed
in all parts of the nation. The reason given
for the return to teaching of religious education on a release time basis is that most
school authorities and church leaders have
interpreted the U. S. Supreme Court ruling
to affect only the use of school property and
school machinery. Schools are therefore
continuing to release pupils for classes in
churches and other buildings, or to dismiss
grades early for these classes.
Leading cities continuing the classes are
New York, Chicago, Cincinnati, Los Angeles,
Boston, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, Kansas
City, Spokane, Dayton, Toledo, Indianapolis
and St. Paul.
Fort Wayne has what is considered a
unique means of caring for its 3000 pupils
who have to be accommodated in its release
time classes. Its plan calls for the use of
city busses to go from school to school and
provide housing for the students enrolled.
259 Relief Workers
It has been revealed that there are 259
relief workers serving under the Mennonite
Central Committee in 19 nations.
Church-Wide Tithe Movement
The United Lutheran Church has launched
a church-wide tithe program with the slogan
"Giving God's AVay."
Ban Objectionable Comics
Churchmen and lay groups in Phoenix,
Arizona-, are backing the Maricopa County
Druggists Association's ban on the news
stand appearance of certain comics.
About forty comic magazines will be affected, among which will be those that present communistic propoganda, racial prejudice, brutal killings and like terrors.
Pressure from the comics distributors has
been brought upon the news merchants to
sell these magazines if they would have
others to sell. It is estimated that some
news stand operators who ha^p objected to
certain magazines have had their supply of
popular magazines cut in half.

No Mention of God
)
Brazil's recent withdrawal in Paris of an
amendment asserting that all human beings
are created in the image and likeness of God
revealed that under pressure from other national delegates, among them Russia, Britain,
China and India, the first article in the UN
declaration on human rights will read, "All
human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights." Opposition to Brazil's
original amendment was made on the basis
of differing religious beliefs within the nations.

t .

Bibles for Service Men
The GIDEONS have purchased 500,000
New Testaments especially designed for the
new peace-time army. These are being supplied to inductees who are being called under the new draft law. These Testaments
are being supplied by the local Gideon
Camps around the country.

New Version
Monsignor Ronald Knox, Catholic chaplain
at Oxford University has just published his
new translation in English of the Old Testament. Nineteen books (Genesis to Esther)
have been finished and the second volume
will be completed next year.
-Working from the Latin, Hebrew and
Greek texts he has produced on an average
Europe's Homeless People
t\senty-four verses a day, eight hours a day
According to the report of Dr. Jane C. and six days a week.
Carey of Barnard College on European ReGenesis 1:1 reads, God, at the beginning
construction, more than 15 million uprooted of time, created heaven and earth. Earth
people in European countries' yet have to was still an empty waste, and darkness hung
find homes in new lands.
oven the deep; but already over its waters,
Christian people everywhere are happy to brooded the Spirit of God. Then God said,
know ^that our government has allowed Let there be light; and the light began. . .
205,000 refugees^to enter the U. S. in a twoyear period, of which the first group were Christian Missions in China
Journalist Robert Root of the Des Moines
due to arrive in October.
Register and Tribune, just back from a ciry
*>
cuit of the Orient, reports that the future
2,500 Working Missionaries
of missions in China, particularly if the
The Christian Missionary Alliance has re- Communists overrun it, will be to return
ported that it has 2,500 missionaries work- from the present day elaborate institutions
ing under its auspices in twenty-one areas of to the simple roughing of it in "tents and
the world.
overalls." But he suggests that it would
The society reports contributions for for- offer a great challenging opportunity since
eign missions in the past year amounted to there is no Oriental Iron Curtain as that
which cuts off Russia and central Europe.
one and a halfvmillion dollars.
#

/

Thanksgiving
Margaret

For the days when nothing
happens,
For the cares that leave no trace,
For the love of little children,
For each sunny
dwelling-place,
For the altars of our fathers,
And the closets where we pray,
Take, O gracious God and Father,
Praises this Thanksgiving
Day.

E.

Sangster
For our harvests safe ingathered,
For our golden store of wheat,
For the cornlands and the. vinelands,
For the flowers up-springing sweety
For our coasts from want protected,
For each inlet, river, bay,
May Thy bounty, full and flowing,
Take our praise this joyful day.
For our dear ones lifted higher
Through the darkness to the light,
Ours to love and ours to cherish
In dear memory, beyond sight,
For our kindred and acquaintance
In Thy heaven who safely stay,
We uplift our psalms of triumph,
Lord, on this Thanksgiving
Day.

In The Last Ten Years
The Office of Business Economics, Department of Commerce released the following
figures on the American liquor bill.
Total expenditures for alcoholic beverages
are as follows, beginning in 1939 and including 1947:
Year
Total
1939
$ 3 billion 630 million
1940
3
"
870
"
1941
4
"
555
1942
5
"
670
1943
6
"
640
1944
7
"
865
"
1945
8
"
615
1946
9
"
500
1947
9
"
640
New Voice to Russia
Dr. Walter A. Maier of the Lutheran Hour
has announced that arrangements have been
made to broadcast the Gospel in the Russian language throughout the U. S. S. R. by
regular weeklv sermons originating at
Radio Luxembourg. Here the world's strongest station (200,000 watts) will serve to
combat the Communist efforts to stifle
Christian teaching. Dr. Maier is sure that
millions in Russia will welcome the Savior's
Gospel.
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For the hours when heaven is nearest,
And the earth-mood does not cling,
For the very gloom oft broken
By our looking for the King.
By our thought that He is coming,
For our courage on the way,
Take, O Friend, unseen, eternal,
Praises this Thanksgiving
Day.
—Selected.
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